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Isn’t it time for a new Garage Door?? 
Roman Garage Doors 

Dollars to Doughnuts the best quality doors 
At the LOWEST prices in the UK - By a mile!! 

These doors are being sold by other 
companies for between £2000 and £3000. 
Save yourselves ££££s with Roman 
“The Price Busters” 

NOW JUST £875.00 !! 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling 
Door 

Exclusive safety system, based on 
digital technology 

Double skinned top quality insulated 
Aluminium 

Totally maintenance free 
Roman Roller Garage Doors, Absolute 
Top quality garage door, for lower than 
B&Q prices!!! 

FOR A FREE SHOW VEHICLE 
DEMONSTRATION AND FREE 
SITE SURVEY 

CALL TODAY 01245 396 910 


www.romangaragedoors.co.uk 
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Whitehall has tied legs 
and hands of councils 


FINDING someone who will happily 
pay more tax is a bit like finding 
someone who admits to thinking Tony 
Blair should be prime minister again; 
one assumes they are out there, but 
they are nigh on impossible to find. 

But Kent County Council is facing a 
task where the only real option open 
to it is to raise their sizeable chunk of 
the council tax bill. And however 
modest that may actually be (around 
£40 a year for an average household 
which is about 8Op a week) the 
knee-jerk reaction is to oppose it. 

We don’t want to pay any more 
money. Obviously. But before 
long we may just have to 
consider what we lose if we 
don’t. 

In a drive to make 
councils self-sustainable by 
2020, the government is 
slicing its central funding 
dramatically. And that 
inevitably means the 
loss of jobs and 
reductions in 
services offered. 

All things we 



have, over the years, rather taken for 
granted. One cut today may not 
impact you directly, but the chances 
are tomorrow’s just might. 

Raising tax is a small way towards 
plugging the funding shortfall. Yet 
there is a restriction in the amount 
council tax can go up - currently 
pegged at 1.9 per cent. Want to raise 
it further and you have to hold a 
referendum. Not only is that a costly 
exercise, the phrase ‘asking turkeys 
to vote for Christmas’ is most often 
uttered. So councils have their hands 
not only tied but legs too. 

Of course, given local govern¬ 
ment is hardly a cherished 
institution - the common view 
is negative - sympathy is hard 
to come by, but actually it 
deserves a decent dollop of it 
right now. 

It is facing financial 
pressures borne out of idealogy 
rather than simply 

austerity. We may 
not hold it in the 
highest regard 
I but should we 
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co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS! 


GET 


LOW RATE 

5.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


SAVE to 

£7085 


LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE - EXCLUSIVE TO WJ KING VAUXHALL 


16-Reg Viva SE 1.0 A/C 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows 

• Remote central locking 


From £7,795 
SAVE £2,265 
REAR PARKING SENSORS 



16-Reg Corsa Energy1.4 70PS 3dr 


• Electric stability programme 

• Six airbags 

• Heated windscreen 

• Electric front windows 


From £8,995 
SAVE £3,805 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Adam Jam 1.2 70PS 3dr 


• Air conditioning 

• ABS brakes 

• Trip computer 

• Bluetooth 


From £8,995 
SAVE £3,260 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Meriva Life 1.4100PS A/C 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Trip computer 

• 16-inch structure wheels 

• Electric windows 


From £9,995 
SAVE £3,810 

LAST FEW REMAINING 



16-Reg Mokka Exdusiv1.6115PS5dr 


• Electronic climate control 

• Bluetooth 

• Multi-function trip computer 

• Electric front and rear windows 


From £13,995 
SAVE £5,229 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Antara Diamond 2.2 CDTi 163PS 5dr 

FWD 


• Air conditioning 

• 18-inch alloy wheels 

• Bluetooth 

• Heated front seats 


From £15,995 
SAVE £7,085 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



MORE MODELS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 


Typical 5.9% APR finance example for Vauxhall Viva SE 1.0 5dr as advertised, personal contract purchase (PCP). 


Terms of 

48 monthly 

On the road 

Customer 

Total 

Amount 

One final 

Interest 

Total amount 

agreement 

payments 

cash price 

deposit 

deposit 

financed 

payment 

charges 

payable 

48 months 

£116.22 

£7,795.00 

£116.00 

£116.22 

£7,679.00 

£3,519.00 

£1,302.34 

£9,097.34 


TYPICAL 

5.9% APR 

Representative" 


WJ King 


www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhall 

*Service 


Welling 08448 263271 Swanley 08448 263292 Gravesend 08448 263289 

Bexleyheath 08448 263291 Woolwich 08448 263276 Bromley 08448 263282 

Farningham 08448 263296 Dartford 08448 263299 Rochester 08448 263287* 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

tFinance based on Black Horse Personal Contract Purchase agreements) for the models shown. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by Black Horse Ltd., St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. Finance applicants must be 18 or over Finance subject to 
status and terms and conditions. We can arrange finance and hiring facilities for you. We do not work exclusively with Black Horse Ltd. Alternative 7.9% APR finance available with lower deposit amount **Savings based on 2016 Vauxhall Price List - cost when new. Offers apply to selected pne-negistered vehicles purchased 
between 1st October 2016 and 31st October 2016, delivery dates for selected vehicles apply ^Metallic paint available at extra cost Please note, models portrayed are for illustration purposes only and may not represent actual model. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. A £99 inc VAT 
Admin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. Telephone calls may be recorded for training purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other 
non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&OE. 
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Mayor pushes for TfL to 
take over key rail routes 

By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


PROPOSAL: Mayor Sadiq Khan sees the move as key to improving London commuter services 


MAYOR of London Sadiq Khan on 
Friday laid out the business case to 
the government for a transforma¬ 
tion of Kent’s rail services which 
could see Southeastern lose parts 
of its Metro service to Transport for 
London. 

And that means Oyster cards 
could be used for travel beyond its 
existing limit of Dartford and into 
Stone Crossing, Greenhithe, 
Northfleet, Gravesend, Dunton 
Green and Sevenoaks. 

Mr Khan said: “Our plans will 
not only use TfL’s skills and 
expertise to improve the daily 
commute for millions of London¬ 
ers, but as act as a catalyst for new 
jobs and homes in outer London.” 

Kent County Council is support¬ 
ive of the plans which were laid out 
by the London mayor before 
transport secretary Chris Grayling. 
The plans were originally started 
by former mayor Boris Johnson. 

In January, the government 
agreed in principle the further 
devolution of suburban rail 
services. 

Under proposals, Tfl could take 


over services in 2018 - to coincide 
with the end of Southeastern’s 
current franchise. 

County councillor for transport, 
Matthew Balfour, said: “We are 
pleased that Tfl accepted our 
non-negotiable ‘red lines’ as a 
starting point for discussions, and 
as a result, rail commuters are set 
to reap a series of benefits.” 

The ‘red lines’ outlined by KCC 
told TfL the council would not 
accept a reduction in service levels, 


adding there must ‘be no detrimen¬ 
tal effect on Kent’s rail fares’ should 
a transfer take place. 

Meanwhile, there was good news 
for commuters in the county who 
suffer delays on services after an 
improved compensation scheme 
was announced. 

Currently, travellers can only 
claim refunds on their tickets after 
a 30-minute delay. 

Now, the transport secretary 
Chris Grayling has cut that down 


to 15 minutes. 

Over the next few months, 
Southern rail passengers, which 
include passengers boarding at 
Tonbridge and Ashford, will be the 
first to benefit from the Delay 
Replay 15 scheme. Further 
changes will be introduced in 
stages, with Southeastern adopting 
the scheme. 

Passengers will be able to claim 
25 per cent of the cost of the single 
fare for delays of 15-29 minutes. 



Estuary flood risk homes 
increasing, warns agency 


Great expectations fail 
as Dickens World shuts 
leaving staff redundant 


ONE of the county’s big tourist 
attractions shut down this week with 
a number of staff being made 
redundant. 

The company behind Dickens World 
in Chatham closed its doors on 
Wednesday - stunning many staff, 
some of whom apparently only found 
out after being notified via social media. 

The attraction, which opened 
amid great fanfare in 2007, was 
designed to celebrate the links with 
author Charles Dickens who lived 
and worked in the area. 

It offered visitors the chance to 
step back in time to experience the 
world when Dickens was alive. 

But it has struggled to deliver 
sufficient revenues ever since and 
this week finally paid the price. 

The closure was the result of 
landlords taking back possession of 
the premises and forfeiting the lease. 

Jonathan Sadler, interim chief 
executive of the Chatham Maritime 
Trust, upon whose land the attrac¬ 
tion sat, told us it was up to the 


owners to consider its future use but 
maintained confidence that the area 
would continue to attract new 
investors. 

Labour party leader on Medway 
council Vince Maple added: “The 
reality is many people have said the 
concept of Dickens World was not 
one which was suitable for recognis¬ 
ing the great author. 

“This time will be a difficult, upset¬ 
ting and challenging for staff and 
their families and I would hope that 
Dickens World have treated their 
staff correctly, appropriately and 
with respect.” 

A council spokesperson said: 

“While it is a great shame to hear that 
Dickens World attraction in Chatham 
is closing, Medway’s strong connec¬ 
tions to Dickens remain. 

“Thousands of people flock to 
Medway every year to enjoy the 
Dickens Festival and Dickensian 
Christmas Festival, as well as a 
whole host of other Dickens related 
events and activities.” 


RISING sea levels mean more 
people than ever are now at risk 
from flooding along the Thames 
Estuary, a report has revealed. 

The Environment Agency’s latest 
survey says up to 50,000 more 
people are now living with the tidal 
floodplain in London and along the 
Kent and Essex coast. That brings it 
to a total of 1.3 million. 

And, according to the agency, 


MORE than 6,500 pupils have 
passed the Kent Test after results 
were released on Thursday - up 
from 6,259 securing a place last 
year. 

Out of the 6,537 deemed suitable 
for a grammar education, 4,369 are 
from Kent - compared with 2,145 
outside of the county. 

Figures from Kent County 
Council also show a rise in the 


that’s £275 billion worth of homes. 

However, despite more homes 
and people being at risk, the actual 
likelihood of flooding has not risen, 
and 98 per cent of flood defence 
structures in the estuary are 
currently in good or fair condition. 

Howard Davidson, of the agency, 
said:' ‘This report is fundamental to 
continuing to manage that risk and 
keep people safe.” 


number of children sitting the 
selective exam, up from 13,724 last 
year to more than 14,300 this year. 

It will spark the traditional rush to 
try and secure a grammar berth 
- a situation which should be eased 
by an increase in space - rising this 
year to 4,959 from 4,767 the year 
before. 

Deadline for applications to 
secondary schools is October 31. 


Race begins to land place at 
grammar after Kent Test 
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Garden city boost as A2 upgrade plans launch 


DEVELOPMENT of of the Ebbsfleet garden city- 
received another boost this week as plans to upgrade 
the A2 were launched by Highways England. 

One of seven schemes across major routes in the 
south east worth up to £605m, the planned improve¬ 
ments to junctions near Bluewater are set to go on 
display as part of a wider plan to enable major 
developments in the vicinity of Ebbsfleet. 


The project aims to reduce congestion, improve 
safety and boost the economy and over the next few 
months public consultations will be held to give 
drivers, residents and businesses their chance to 
comment to ensure the best possible improvements 
are taken forward. 


She’s the one as pop star 
comes to aid of fan after 
she crashes car in shock 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


ROBBIE Williams stopped filming a 
music video in Kent to come to the 
aid of a starstruck fan who crashed 
her car in shock at seeing the former 
Take That singer, we can reveal. 

Sasha Burgoine and her friend 
Dan Hughes, 17, had heard rumours 
Mr Williams was in Leysdown on 
the Isle of Sheppey on Thursday, and 
were shocked to see the him and 
around 50 crew members working 
on the video for his next single, Love 
My Life. 

Mr Hughes, a student at Canter¬ 
bury College’s Swale Campus, told 
KoS: “I work in the Garden Cafe near 
to where they were shooting, and we 
were told there was a big celebrity 
around. 

“We were being nosy and the first 
time we tried to have a look we were 
turned away. 

“Then we went up again later, and 
we were driving along a stony road 
when I saw Robbie. 


1 





STARSTRUCK: Robbie and Sasha 

“I told Sasha who craned her neck 
trying to look at him, but kept driv¬ 
ing and crashed the bumper into a 
metal post. 

“We were really embarrassed and 
they had to stop filming and 15 


members of the film crew came to 
help us get out. 

“Robbie was filming us, he came 
down, shook our hands, and we 
managed to get a selfie before he 
took another picture of Sasha’s car. 

“He was really friendly, he was 
having a right laugh with us.” 

A producer asked that the cafe on 
Shellness Road be used for an inter¬ 
view, but staff rejected an offer of 
£100, claiming it did not equate to a 
day’s worth of regular customers. 

At one stage, Mr Williams was on 
the brink of moving to the county, 
having twice looked round the £5m 
Tudor estate Brenchley Manor, near 
Tunbridge Wells, in 2010. 

He also popped into the Elm Tree 
pub in the picturesque village to ask 
locals about the area during his 
search for a rural retreat. 

However, despite being said to 
have fallen in love with the convert¬ 
ed oast house and two cottages in 
secluded grounds, no firm offer ma¬ 
terialised from the star and the prop¬ 
erty was instead sold to another 
buyer. 



CANOE : Pizza firm’s deliver method 


River dwellers 
get pizza the 
action at last 

PIZZA giant Domino’s has created a 
splash with the start of a deliver service 
by river - the first of its kind in the 
country. 

In what has been a masterstroke in 
publicity generating, its store in Loose, 
near Maidstone, says it is running a trial 
service with those making a delivery 
reaching homes by canoe. 

The delivery staff will be wearing a 
full wetsuit and have a buoyancy aid to 
ensure pizzas don’t get dunked in the 
river. 

As part of the trial, Domino’s has 
committed to a donation to the Loose 
Conservation Trust to help preserve the 
village’s picturesque waterways. 

It will also be running an in-store 
initiative for a month that will raise 
further funds for the trust. 

Iiona Paozalyte, store manager, said: 
“We’re really excited to be the first store 
in the UK tasked with providing a river 
service. Being in an area that is famed 
for its scenic waterways means the 
rivers are a big part of the local commu¬ 
nity so we’re glad we can extend our 
standard delivery methods.” 

Debbie Hayes, the first person to order 
pizza to their riverside home, said: “It’s 
great living by the river but it has 
always been impossible to get food 
delivered to out house, so this is great.” 


Resignation call after 
Labour member quits 

ANGRY Labour members are to stage a protest 
later this month demanding the resignation of a 
councillor who defected from the party to the 
Conservatives. 

Claire Jeffrey who was Labour’s only representa¬ 
tive on Shepway District Council, left the party last 
month following the re-election of Jeremy Corbyn 
as leader, claiming she could no longer support a 
party that “tolerated” anti-Semitism. 

Now the under-fire Momentum group, grass¬ 
roots supporters of Mr Corbyn, are staging a 
protest on October 26 ahead of a meeting of the 
full council that evening. 

The group said: “The electorate in East 
Folkestone voted for a Labour candidate, not an 
individual and certainly not a Tory. This shows her 
contempt for the voters. Resign, contest the ward 
and seek re-election wearing her blue rosette. Let 
the people have their say.” 

Cllr Jeffrey has been unavailable to comment 
since her defection. 


Fury over response 
to crossing petition 

THE government’s response to a petition calling for 
an inquiry into the congestion and delays at the 
Dartford Crossing has been branded 'pathetic' by the 
leader of the Dartford Labour group. 

More than 16,000 people have put their name to the 
petition since it was launched last month calling for an 
investigation into ‘botched’ improvement work to the 
northbound river crossing 

The Department for Transport has published a 
response claiming Dart Charge has reduced journey 
times for drivers and that further measures are being 
explored to improve the tunnel’s performance. 

Speaking after a meeting of Dartford Borough 
Council, where a motion supporting the petition was 
debated by councillors, Labour leader Jonathon 
Hawkes said:' ‘The response from the government 
has been pathetic. It certainly falls way short of the 
response people in Dartford deserve. It’s a hugely 
complacent attitude when local people are stuck in 
gridlock night after night. It’s clear the government is 
not taking Dartford’s gridlock crisis seriously.’ ’ 


MP calls for harbour 
home to royal yacht 

A ROYAL yacht could be based at the Royal Harbour 
of Ramsgate after a debate in Westminster. 

A campaign which has been backed by former 
minister Michael Gove among others, is calling for a 
replacement for the Royal Britannia Yacht - historically 
used for state visits, trade deals, improving diplomatic 
relations and symbolising British industry. 

And South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay told 
parliamentary colleagues during the debate on 
Tuesday the only true home for such a yacht should 
be at the country’s only Royal Harbour, in Thanet. 

The harbour’s royal status was granted in 1821 by 
King George IY before acting as a key military port 
during the Napoleonic Wars and for ‘little ships’ 
during Operation Dynamo in the Second World War. 

Mr Mackinlay added:' ‘Ramsgate Harbour’s royal 
links are centuries old and it is only appropriate that it 
plays home for this new floating beacon for a restored, 
renewed, outward-looking Britain.” 

The House of Lords will debate the issues on 
October 26. 
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KCC reassures after claims 
we need 600 more classrooms 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


ALMOST 600 extra classrooms need to be 
built in Kent schools before 2020 to cope 
with a booming child population, according 
to new data. 

Research from environmental specialist, 
Scape Group, reveals some 581 classrooms 
or 50 new schools must be developed over 
the coming years as the number of primary 
and secondary school children in the county 
continues to rise. 

However, Kent County Council insists it 
has long been aware of the situation and 
having provided hundreds of new class¬ 
rooms as the spike in children went through 
primary schools, it is aware and is planning 
for the rise at secondary levels. 

It says is has long planned for the provi¬ 
sion of additional classrooms and insists 
while the 581 new classrooms are broadly 
accurate, this will be delivered by expanding 
existing schools rather than building dozens 
of new ones. 

Nationally, local authorities are estimat¬ 
ing there will be an additional 729,000 pri¬ 
mary and secondary school pupils by 2020, 
based on Department of Education statistics. 

The number of primary school pupils in 
England will rise 8.6 per cent by 2020, but 


the greatest growth will come from second¬ 
ary school pupils, set to increase by some 12 
per cent. 

Mark Robinson, chief executive of Scape 
Group, said: “As the growth of the primary 
school population gathers pace, the pressure 
on school places will soon transfer to the sec¬ 
ondary population, requiring a new wave of 
advanced school building. 

“The government’s preference for free 
schools has created uncertainty for local au¬ 
thorities, who are tasked with planning and 


building new schools, but will not be re¬ 
sponsible for running them. Proposals for 
new grammar schools has further mud¬ 
died the waters.” 

KCC pointed to the resurrection of at least 
two schools forced to close in recent years 
due to declining numbers. Both Pent Valley 
in Folkestone and the Chaucer in Canter¬ 
bury are expected to re-open as free schools. 

The Chaucer, which shut two years ago, 
is expected to be welcoming new students 
by 2019. 


Bumps cause 50mph 
A229 Thanet Way limit 

A TEMPORARY 50mph speed limit between 
Faversham and Herne Bay has been put in place 
on the A229 Thanet Way - and it’s set to last until 
next year. 

The measures were introduced because of 
uneven road conditions caused by long bouts of 
both very wet and dry weather conditions which 
have caused shrinkage and expansion of the clay 
the road is built on - a potential safety hazard. 


Jobs boost as steel 
works return to isle 

STEELWORKS are set to return to Sheerness four 
years after a plant shut down, bringing dozens of 
jobs back to the Isle of Sheppey. 

Industrials group, Liberty House, has agreed a 
new long-term lease with Peel Ports, who own the 
land at Sheerness, and aims to restart production 
of bar and rod there by mid-2017. 


Bogus caller warning 

HOMEOWNERS in Dover and Deal have been 
warned to be on alert for bogus callers and rogue 
traders in the area after a spate of recent incidents. 

Inspector Guy Thompson: “Residents need to 
be cautious of callers to the door. Doorstep 
criminals call on unsuspecting households and 
use any manner of scams. Never invite anyone 
you don’t know into your home.” 



new ranges 
new exciting styling 
new dynamic store layout 


BED EXPERTS 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 
01622 753073 

SANDLING ROAD, MAIDSTONE 


VISPRING 

Luxury Beds - London 1901 
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Tourist gets lost in Channel 
on paddleboard and rescued 



A GERMAN tourist was picked up 
seven miles off the coast of Dover 
on a stand-up paddleboard last 
weekend, wearing just a hat, fleece 
and shorts. 

The man, who has not been 
named, was spotted by divers at 
dawn on Sunday. He is believed to 
have become disorientated on his 
paddleboard. 

A Home Office spokesman said: 
“The man was a German tourist in 
distress but who was in the country 
legally - he was not an illegal 
immigrant. 

“He had been on the water for 
some time having gone out on his 
paddleboard and was picked up by 
HMS Valiant.” 

But eyewitness reports offered a 
different account of the man’s 
origin. 


Nigel Scutt, a marine researcher 
who runs the Dover-Marina.com 
website, said: “He said he had made 
his way across the Channel from 
France, leaving at about midnight. 

“The divers saw him at about 


7.30am, so he was probably just 
over halfway towards the UK. 

“There is quite a lot of this going 
on, but it is a polarising issue so the 
Government does not want it 
known.” 


Turner exhibition pulls in 
big numbers for opening 


MORE than 5,000 people 
visited the opening weekend of 
a major exhibition of works by 
JMW Turner in Margate. 

JMW Turner: Adventures in 
Colour is the first exhibition to 
examine the artist’s use of 
colourful with more than 100 
works on show at the gallery 
which bears his name - the 
Turner Contemporary. 

Running until October 2017, 
it includes a host of watercol¬ 
ours of Margate drawn by the 
artist during his time in the 
seaside town. 

Despite miserable weather, 
visitor figures were up nearly 
10 per cent on the same period 
last year, with the gallery 
building on the two million visi¬ 
tors it has welcomed since it 
first opened first years ago. 

It smashed that barrier back 


in June of this year - well ahead 
of schedule. 

The show is curated by 
leading Turner expert and art 
historian Ian Warrell. 

Victoria Pomery, director of 
Turner Contemporary, said: “It 
was fantastic to see the gallery 
filled with so many visitors for 
the opening of our autumn 
exhibitions. We’re thrilled with 
the initial numbers, as well as 
the hugely positive reception. 

“We’re extremely proud of our 
ambitious exhibition pro¬ 
gramme which continues to 
bring world-class art to 
Margate. This continued success 
is the result of the tireless work 
of the gallery team, as well as 
support from patrons, trustees, 
funders and donors.” 

Two other exhibitions form 
part of the autumn programme. 


Whately APPG chair 

FAVERSHAM and Mid Kent MP Helen Whately 
has been elected as the chair of the all party 
parliamentary (APPG) group for mental health. 

It will work to inform parliamentarians 
about all aspects of mental health, and raise 
the profile of mental health issues in 
Parliament. 


Student dies in Medway 

THE University of Kent has paid tribute after 
a 19-year-old died at the Liberty Quays 
student accommodation in Gillingham. 

He is believed to have died of natural 
causes on Wednesday. The university said: 
“Our thoughts are with his family and 
friends at this sad time.” 


Engineering a career 

BENENDEN School this week hosted the 
inaugural conference showcasing the career 
opportunities available to women in the 
fields of science and engineering. 

More than 150 girls and teachers, from 
state and independent schools, attended 
from across London and the south east. 


Gravesend-on-Thames? 

COUNCILLORS in Gravesham are chewing 
over a suggestion to change the town’s name 
to Gravesend-upon-Thames. 

It was proposed by the borough’s tourism 
councillor Jordan Meade at a cabinet 
meeting held this week. Staines in Surrey 
took a similar step in 2012. 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Winter is coming... 

Gritters rolled out across the county 


2. Tory hold in by=election 

Vote came after death of Cllr Brookbank 

3. Pensioner robbed 

A woman in her 80s had her bag stolen 


The Essential Guide: 



to Lower Thames Crossing 


Everything you need to know about the multi¬ 
billion pound project 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Her Majesty the Queen arrived by helicopter in Chatham 
this week before touring the site of the Brompton Barracks in an open-top Land Rover. See page 
19 for more photos and the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws .co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 




Top Three Blogs 


1. Are receptionists rude? 

Or is our health service just overstretched? 

2. Variable speed cameras 

Confusion on a stretch of the M20 

3. Kent is leading the way 

Take pride in our approach to mental health 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Is another 4% council tax 
increase fair? 

It should go up more -15% 

Four per cent is about right - 31% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



No, we pay enough already - 46% 
Don’t know - 8% 



Britelite's Price Promise Guarantee 


WE WILL NOT 
BE BEATEN ON 

QUALITY OR PRICE' 


A++ rated Windows 


The next generation of A++ triple glazed windows as 

standard. High security 10 point locking system! 


'A f -rated Fitters 


Our'A'-rated fitters are fully trained at NVQ (level 2) 
to install to British Standard Kitemark! 


° 4 %- 

% £fo. 




'A'- rated Company 

Unique 'Gold Seal' installation service and an open & 
honest pricing policy with £1,000 anti-intrusion cover! 


Britelite 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Save upto£11,939 in 
home energy bills 

If your windows consist of single glazed or older 
double glazed units, replacement with our'Next 
Generation' A++ triple glazed windows will save 
you money. It can cut the energy you need to heat 
your home by up to £11,939 over 10 years. 

// Representative was knowledgeable and helpful. Surveyor 
prompt and efficient. Fitters polite, personable and prompt. 
Standard of work first class. Very satisfied with our new windows. // 


r website for 


jst one of thousands of happy custome 
latest testimonials received daily. 


Call 0800 SO SO 70 

www. lWftmttwindows.co.uk 


s & conditions available on request from Britelite's Head Office #lf you repay the loan amount before 12 months after installation of the goods then no interest will be payable. APR 0% Example: Cash Price £2500 less deposit £250 = a loan amount of £2250. Repayable by 120 monthly payments of £33.24 
months after installation of the goods. Total Charge for credit = £1738.80, total Amount Repayable £4238.80, interest rate is 10.4% per annum variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance order value £1100. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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With Kitchen Door Replacement transform your tired kitchen in just a 
few days from start to finish just by changing the doors and worktops. 

Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size. 

Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

We also do Bedroom Wardrobes, Utility Rooms, and Studies. 
w Senior Citizens Discount 


Call for a FREE estimate 

01795 432850 

View our work online: www.bespokekent.co.uk 


BESPOKE 

ITCHENS 


Unit C4, St George* Busine** Park, Ca*tle Road, Sittingbournc, Kent, MR 10 3TB 
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FRIGHTENING: If you look to intimidate people then police will arrest you and hit you with a fine. 

Cops get tough in crackdown on 
creepy clown craze across county 

After appearing on the streets of the US, social media swept a bizarre trend of dressing up as a clown 
and frightening people into the UK, with nearly 60 incidents reported here in Kent. Emily King reports 


P OLICE say they will con¬ 
tinue to clampdown hard 
on anyone causing distress 
by dressing up as a clown. 
The nation has been 
swept by incidents - carried over on 
social media by a craze in the US - 
which sees people don clown outfits 
with a view to scaring people. 

While most have just jumped out to 
spook people, other incidents in the 
country have been more sinister, 
with reports of those dressed up as 
clowns chasing people with weapons 
and frightening schoolchildren and 
old people. 

In the past week, there have been 
at least 59 reported incidents of peo¬ 
ple dressing up as clowns across Kent. 

Superintendent Simon Thompson, 
of Kent Police, explained: “There is an 
emerging trend, particularly on so¬ 
cial media, of people dressing up as 
clowns and in some instances taking 
the opportunity to scare or intimi¬ 
date other people.” 

Police have warned that anyone 
dressing up with a view to intimidat¬ 
ing people or causing fear, could be 
charged with a criminal offence un¬ 
der the Public Order Act. 

A police spokesperson reiterated: 
“We are not going to dish out cau¬ 
tions to every person dressed as a 
clown but if they do carry out a public 
order offence they will be dealt with 
the same way anyone causing an of¬ 
fence would be.” 


Two men have been arrested in 
Kent so far and there are fears num¬ 
bers could escalate in the countdown 
to Halloween at the end of the month. 

Ashley Symes, 23, from Sitting- 
bourne, was punched in the face after 
targeting unsuspecting victims while 
wielding a baseball bat in the Dock- 
side Outlet car park in Chatham. 

He was later arrested by police and 
cautioned. 

Similarly a 20-year-old man from 
Bexleyheath was arrested for a sec¬ 
tion five order offence - causing dis¬ 
tress or alarm. A spokesperson for 
Bexley Police said: “We were called 
following a report of five youths 
dressed as clowns in the Danson Park 
area. A 20-year-old man was arrest¬ 
ed and subsequently dealt with by a 
penalty notice for disorder.” 

In one particularly worrying 
threat, one school received anony¬ 
mous warnings via social media that 
20 clowns were set to descend on the 
school and that pupils should “watch 
out down the alleyways”. 

They warned that they were com¬ 
ing to get the pupils and that they 
should “try not to get stabbed.” Police 
are currently investigating the 
source of the original post and visited 
the school to reassure parents, pupils 
and staff they are safe. 

While most incidents took place 
earlier in the week, when the nation¬ 
al hype was at its peak - with stories 
running on the front of several na- 


ik There’s a trend, 
particularly on social 
media, of people 
dressing up as clowns 
and in some instances 
scaring or intimidating 
other people ff 


Supt Simon Thompson, 

Kent Police 

tional newspapers - police clearly 
hope a hardline will send out a 
deterrent message. 

“We don’t know how long the trend 
is going to last because we’re not ex¬ 
perts on social media trends,” said a 
Kent Police spokesman 

There has been a Facebook group 
set up called the Keep Clowns Out of 
Kent Force aimed at compiling sight¬ 
ings and pouring scorn on their an¬ 
tics. A spokesperson from the group 
said: “This is basically to keep the peo¬ 
ple of Kent safe and to keep a log of any 
events, report to police and be able to 
take action if in an area near you. 

“Hopefully we will be able to stamp 
out this stupid epidemic, keep our 
kids safe and the streets clear of these 
attention seekers.” 


The clown craze began in America 
as what many thought was a PR stunt 
for the latest movie adaptation of 
Stephen King’s best-selling book IT. 

It has an evil spirit appearing in the 
form of a clown. Originally a film in 
1990, a remake of the movie hits the¬ 
atres next year. 

In the US, some clowns - dubbed 
‘killer clowns’ have been seen armed 
with chainsaws and machetes. 

And with the power of social media 
leaping the Atlantic in seconds, it ar¬ 
rived on our shores this week. 

It was first reported in the UK in the 
north of England, but spread rapidly. 
It has become a national concern as 
sightings have also been reported in 
Cumbria, London, Devon and Wales. 

One man from Blackburn claimed 
he was stabbed by a clown brandish¬ 
ing a lOinch blade, while another 
man from Manchester said his car 
was approached by two clowns with 
machetes. 

What’s more, real clowns say they 
are fed are with the bad press. 

Marnie Dock, from Moscow State 
Circus, a touring circus currently 
performing in Rochester, said: “We 
have a lot of concerns and we are 
worried for our business in the run up 
to Halloween. 

“The characters in our circus we 
would call clowns don’t have the tradi¬ 
tional heavy make up look anymore, as 
that’s gone out of fashion. They’re more 
Charlie Chaplin-style characters.” 


Joey the Clown, a professional 
clown from Herne Bay, has also no¬ 
ticed a change in his business. 

He said: “It is bad for the profession, 
but nowadays it’s better for us to go 
for a more low key look. 

“This trend is killing the art of be¬ 
ing a clown.” 

Zippos Circus founder and director, 
Martin Burton, has taken clowns out of 
his show altogether in recent years 
after Hollywood’s twisting of the 
image. 

Explaining his exclusion of clowns 
he says: “The recent taking of clowns 
from humour to horror started with 
Stephen King and now it has been 
adopted for Halloween and in film 
around the world and it is simply not 
funny. We are concerned that fami¬ 
lies might be put off attending our cir¬ 
cus, and we robustly condemn these 
clown stalkers.” 

Supt Thompson added: “While 
there have been some instances 
where people in masks have intimi¬ 
dated others, we have also received 
calls to report clown sightings in gen¬ 
eral. We would ask those people look¬ 
ing to report clown incidents to us to 
consider whether an offence has tak¬ 
en place, such as causing distress or 
fear, as there will be a lot of people 
dressed up in the coming weeks as 
Halloween approaches. 

“If someone is being intimidated, 
threatened or their safety is put in 
danger, call us.” 
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MP’s fury at 
both sides of 
controversial 
protest plans 

Seaside town braces itself for march as 
communities hit out at negative impact 
they have on where they live and work 


By Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


D OVER and Deal MP Char¬ 
lie Elphicke has con¬ 
demned a planned far- 
right and anti-fascist 
stand off in Margate next 
weekend, saying both sides are on the 
“same evil coin of extremism and 
hate”. 

The news comes as the UK’s first 
White Lives Matter march - a branch 
of a far-right white supremacy group 
started in the US in response to the 
Black Lives Matter campaign - has 
been announced via social media to 
take place on Saturday, October 22. 

Kent Police says an intended pro¬ 
test is due to take place from Margate 
railway station. 

To oppose the march, the Kent An¬ 
ti-Racism Network and community 
group Thanet Stand Up to Racism will 
be organising a music event on the 
same day at Fort Crescent near the 
Winter Gardens. 

Police and locals will be keen to 
avoid the ugly scenes seen in Dover 


earlier this year when far-right 
protestor and anti-racism groups 
clashed on the town’s streets. 

More than 70 people were arrested 
after a demo by the far-right East Kent 
Alliance and a counter protest from 
Kent Anti- Racism Network spiralled 
into violence on January 30. 

Speaking of a possible clash be¬ 
tween rival groups erupting again in 
Margate, Mr Elphicke said: “Too often 
the far-right and so-called anti-fas¬ 
cists have brought violence to the 
streets of east Kent. Neither group is 
welcome. 

“In Dover we worked with Kent Po¬ 
lice, got 600 officers in the town and 
took back control of the streets from 
these lawless thugs. 

“Now these violent people can no 
longer turn up and have a big fight, 
they’ve stopped coming to Dover. 

“The far-right target east Kent as it 
is the closest point to Calais and they 
can claim to be protesting against im¬ 
migration. The ‘anti-fascists’ mean¬ 
while protest in favour of open borders. 

“Yet the truth is they are just oppo¬ 
site sides of the same evil coin of ex¬ 
tremism and hate. They should be 



POLICE: Anti-fascist protesters are held by police lines as they clash with 
right wing protestors in Dover. Credit: Kent Anti-Racism Network 





PROTEST: Kent Anti-Racism Network say they are opposing the far-right march to stand up to fascism 



UGLY : Tempers boiled over during demonstrations in Dover earlier this 
year which resulted in a number of arrests. Pic: Kent Anti-Racism Network 


banned from disrupting the lives of 
ordinary folk who just want to go 
about their daily lives.” 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale 
also said the views of either side were 
“distasteful”, but added they had a 
right to protest. 

Kaz Peet, a spokesperson of the 
Margate Rocks Against Racism festi¬ 
val due to take place next Saturday, 
says the UK branch of White Lives 
Matter has targeted Margate due to 
the politics of the area. 

She explained: “Margate is a Ukip 
stronghold and we shouldn’t let this 
message take hold at all. I have mixed 
race children and they’ve had to leave 
a school in Thanet due to racism.” 

She added: “White Lives Matter are 
officially deemed a hate group in the 
US, and as far as I’m concerned they 
have overstepped the boundaries of 
free speech and shouldn’t even be al¬ 
lowed to come to Margate. 

“They are a physical and nasty nui¬ 
sance to the community here and 
hopefully we will drown out the hide¬ 
ous messages of these morons. 

“We cannot allow a hate group to 
come to Margate and not have coun¬ 
ter action at some point. 

“Our protest will be peaceful and 
ideally we would like to see the far- 
right group come and join us and see 
the error of their ways.” 

Momentum Thanet, a branch of the 
left-wing group that supports Jeremy 
Corbyn, will also be supporting the 
counter-protest music event. 

The chair of the group, Norman 
Thomas, has also highlighted con¬ 
cerns of racial tensions in the area 
ahead of the march. 

He told KoS: “This group are white 
supremacists countering the Black 
Lives Matter movement to say white 
lives are superior to black ones. 

“They demonstrate a horrible form 
of racism - similar to those who took 
part in the Dover demonstrations - 
and politicians will say these things 
should be ignored. 

“But if you ignore people, you are 
saying it’s OK to express horrible rac¬ 
ist sentiments. 

“These groups are essentially tar¬ 
geting problem areas in Kent where 
there is high unemployment and a lot 
of discontent and unhappiness about 
people’s conditions. 


“They will then scapegoat foreign¬ 
ers and say this is why things are bad 
for you. There have been multiplying 
racist incidents in Thanet, where for 
example Asian shopkeepers have 
been abused, and the group are trying 
to exploit these feelings. 

“Unless these people are opposed 
they will just keep trying.” 

Labour councillor - and former 
Thanet District Council leader, Iris 
Johnston, who represents the Mar¬ 
gate Central ward - has expressed 
concerns about safety on the day. 

She explains: “Although I may be 
appalled by the views of the White 
Lives Matter group, they have a right 
to protest. 

“The only issue is that any event or 
march that takes place is well man¬ 
aged. The big event taking place on 
the same day is Margate Beach Cross 
- where we will have a number of ex¬ 
pert riders on our beach - so it is vital 
that all things taking place are prop¬ 
erly organised.” 

Following on from the chaotic 
march through Dover on January 30, 
Tower Hamlets ward Ukip councillor 
Ben Glayzer has highlighted unease 
still felt by residents in the area. 

“I’ve heard from constituents that 
they want to move away because of 
these marches and its certainly 
brought the town down. 


“At this time Dover is going through 
a lot of regeneration and we need 
tourism, but these marches have a lot 
of impact on local businesses. 

“When one of the marches hap¬ 
pened here a member of staff told me 
that the Sports Direct store lost a few 
thousand pounds and had to close 
early, and residents have told me they 
feel threatened to go into town when 
these marches are arranged. 

“There’s a great feeling of unrest 
from constituents about why it seems 
to be happening so much here. 

“Personally I wish these marches 
didn’t happen judging by how past 
protests have caused real upset.” 

He added: “People have a right to 
protest, but it’s the way they protest.” 

Kent Police say they are aware of 
the march and music event being held 
on the same day. 

A spokesperson said: “Kent Police 
has a legal obligation to enable peace¬ 
ful protest and has a great deal of ex¬ 
perience in planning for and facilitat¬ 
ing of such events. 

“Anyone travelling to the area with 
the intent of committing an offence 
should be aware that officers will be 
proactive in tacking action against 
those who do not act lawfully.” 

Organisers of the White Lives Mat¬ 
ter march were contacted for com¬ 
ment by failed to respond. 
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Established 1981 

Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 
£2,268 Bi 
WINDOWS 


OFF ALL 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaUte tiled 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


' An extra \ 

£100 

on production 

nl thic orliroKt* .1^1.1.1111.1^11111.1 liPjiiL.LLIIJIl Vrin . 


« £3,309iSv»T 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
1st 

November 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


, j wsmm m pr sss 13 

Open 6 days a week ™ E — y ^eniIIsoT : 

Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.com is £ 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


‘1 per order Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 
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THE SOLID GOLD 
ROCK 'N' ROLL 
SHOW 

SUN 23 OCTOBER 


STE ELEYE SPAN 
MON 24 OCTOBER 


BUDDY - THE 
BUDDY HOLLY 
STORY 

TUB 2 5 - SAT 2? OCT 


IVVtiK 


.cl I f 

wsaoajiaag 

THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERY 
OCCASION! 


OARTFORO 

ORCHARD THEA 




BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 


m^ovcnY 

9 HIhungry 

CATERPILLAR 

=’SH0W= 

4M®i 


FIRST CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 


BILL KiJiftmmj 

Crtf-k^H.4 t 


PSYCHIC SALLY 

CALL ME PSYCHIC 
FRI 14 OCTOBER 


ROYAL 

PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA 
SUN 16 OCTOBER 


THE VERY HUNGRY 

CATERPILLAR 

SHOW 

FRI 21 SUN 23 OCT 
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KCCBUDGET 


Dire warnings 
as more cuts 
cost jobs and 
tax rise for KCC 


County Hall chiefs delivered plans for next 
year’s budget this week and it once again paints 
a picture of a local government struggling to 
survive in the face of swingeing funding cuts... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archantco.uk 


L OCAL authorities could be heading 
for an “absolute disaster” if better 
deals aren’t negotiated with central 
government, a council chief has 
warned. 

Kent County Council this week outlined 
plans to slash £108m from its budget in an at¬ 
tempt to balance the books, which would see 
up to 400 jobs go across all of the county’s 
services, except in schools. 

Council tax will also rise to the maximum 
amount before triggering a local referendum. 

While not all of these will be compulsory re¬ 
dundancies, it is another indication of the dire 
straits KCC finds itself in, as corporate director 
of finance and procurement Andy Wood, and 
cabinet member John Simmonds, told KoS of 
the lack of understanding from central gov¬ 
ernment of the immense pressure put on 
councils across the country. 

With funding in the form of the Revenue 
Support Grant (RSG) being slowly reduced 
year-on-year until it dries up completely in 
2020, councils are having to become self-suffi¬ 
cient, though plans are in place to allow them 
to fully retain business rates - a major source 
of income, but one complicated by businesses 
appealing the rateable value of their proper¬ 
ties, often leading to smaller returns. 

Mr Wood believes a proposed deal to make 
authorities responsible for attendance allow¬ 
ance benefits, primarily aimed at those aged 
over 65 which helps to pay care costs, and cur¬ 
rently awarded by the Department for Work 
and Pensions, could be the final nail in the cof¬ 
fin if other support is not made available. 

“Attendance allowance and business rates 
don’t go hand-in-hand, but that’s one of the 
options they’re talking about,” he said. 

“We get no policy decision making over at¬ 
tendance allowance, so if Brexit has the down¬ 
side that some people say, and business rates 
start to drop, attendance allowance is only go¬ 
ing one way, because it’s pretty much based on 
the number of older people in your county. 

“If all of our RSG disappears, and we get 
given new responsibilities that are going to 
add a cost pressure, and the means of funding 
and business rates start to drop, that’s when 
it could be absolutely disastrous for local 
government. 

North & West 


“That’s what we’re desperately trying to 
have an influence on to ensure that doesn’t 
happen. 

“We’ve been really good at guessing [the 
level of funding through government grants] 
until last year, which was the most seismic 
shock across local government. 

“When they announced the figures every¬ 
one thought they’d missed something, it 
couldn’t be real, and there was widespread 
panic - our cut was about £14m worse than we 
thought 

“When you look at the last six years, living 
on less money as local government has to do, 
and you’ve had to explore every corner of the 
services you provide and when you’re looking 
at every corner of every service it’s really hard 
work. 

“A huge amount of effort has gone into what 
I think is a very successful period where we 
haven’t had to say to people ‘we can’t give you 
homecare any more, we’re not going to take 
your kids to school on the bus’ and the vulner¬ 
able have been protected. 

“We don’t think [the government] fully rec¬ 
ognises the pressures we face - if we just take 
National Living Wage, the impact that’s had 
on us in terms of price increases with all of our 
providers, it’s tens of millions.” 

For the fourth consecutive year, the author¬ 
ity is proposing an increase in council tax of 
1.99 per cent plus an additional two per cent 
social care precept, first introduced by then- 
chancellor George Osborne last year. 

This would mean the KCC precept on a Band 
C property increasing from £1,007.60 to 
£1,047.84 - a rise of around 80p per week for 
residents, but worth a collective total of 
£23.7m to the council in terms of helping bal¬ 
ance the books. 

Mr Wood said: “Nobody puts council tax up 
lightly, but on that balance what would you 
do? Ask people to pay 8Op a week more or find 
£24m elsewhere? It’s really difficult to find 
that balance. 

“If you could get to people and explain what 
paying another 8Op a week would mean ver¬ 
sus what would have to happen if you didn’t, I 
think people would vote for an increase, but 
you can’t get to 600,000 households and ex¬ 
plain it.” 

Adult social care is proving a particular 
strain on resources, with an increase in de¬ 
mand and cost of services outweighing sav¬ 
ings of £13.3m KCC intends to make. 
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PAIN: County Hall in Maidstone is Kent County Council’s headquarters and where the key budgets for following years are being drawn up. Senior KCC officer Andy Wood, above right 


Council chiefs say there has been no indica¬ 
tion so far that social care funding through the 
two per cent precept would disappear and ad¬ 
mitted their ideal early Christmas present when 
Philip Hammond presents his Autumn State¬ 
ment on November 23 would be bringing for¬ 


ward the Better Care Fund [a pot of cash origi¬ 
nally designated for health that can be used for 
social care]. 

“That fund is going to bring us in £17m in 
2018/19 and £33m the following year,” Mr 
Wood said. 


“We’ve asked if they can bring that forward 
because we can’t wait another 18 months for 
that extra funding to become available. 

“We’re hoping it comes with no strings and 
we believe it’s a genuine attempt to recognise 
that if social care can’t be properly delivered, the 


impact on health is enormous, and vice-versa. 

“At the moment, that isn’t as seamless as it 
should be. 

“This fund, if we had that now, we could start 

Continued on page 16 



Order your bathroom 
in time for Christmas! 


Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Visit our product packed 
showroom for design inspiration 
and practical friendly advice, 
whatever the size and budget. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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FOSTERING CRISIS ADDS FURTHER PRESSURE ON COUNTY HALL 


Continued from page 15 

to deal with some of the pressures 
we’re facing because if you keep tak¬ 
ing £80m out every year for six years, 
there is a limit somewhere and we’re 
getting really close to it. 

“If we hadn’t started transforma¬ 
tion plans and programmes three or 
four years ago, we’d be where Lanca¬ 
shire and Northamptonshire are now 
and that’s hitting a brick wall with 
nowhere to go, having to rely on two 
years of reserves. 

“Unless they do something drastic 
they’re in serious trouble, and we 
don’t want to be in that position.” 

KCC leader Paul Carter added: “We 
started this journey to save hundreds 
of millions of pounds in 2010 and, by 
managing this sensibly, we have al¬ 
ready saved more than half a billion 
pounds over the past six years. 

“The government has placed an 
enormous challenge on us by impos¬ 
ing on local government some of the 
biggest cuts compared to other parts 
of the public sector. 

“With forward planning and fac¬ 
ing the challenge early on we are now 
in a better position than most. 

“We totally understand that some 
transformational plans take many 
years to implement. 

“We are forward-thinking, have 
made intelligent commissioning deci¬ 
sions and have the situation in hand. 

“Despite these huge challenges, we 
are determined to continue to make 
Kent a great place to live and work, 
seeing the population grow and at- 


MR Wood and Cllr Simmonds also 
identified a fostering crisis as a 
major threat to the council’s budget. 

Kent having to take the vast 
majority of unaccompanied child 
asylum seekers that arrive in Britain 
means resources are being 
stretched, with the government’s 
current voluntary dispersal system 
not helping in easing the pressure, 
though Mr Wood did suggest a 
mandatory system could be on the 
cards in the near future. 

‘We will be a reception centre, 
so if so many per week come over 
from Calais, go into the reception 
centre, we’ll assess them over 7-14 
days and they’ll be dispersed to 
wherever is appropriate for them,” 
hetoldKoS. 

“If they’ve got family elsewhere, 
say in Birmingham, they usually still 
come to us first. We’re fully 
expecting the Home Office to 
recognise the problems we face; 
there’s very frequent correspond¬ 
ence between us and them telling 
them they’ve got to pay up. 

“They need a dispersal system 
that’s going to work and they say 


tracting new businesses.” 

Gordon Cowan, Labour leader on 
KCC, told us he shared Mr Wood’s 
fears of what could happen to coun¬ 
cils in the coming years. 

“By 2020, it is my view that we will 


they will make it a compulsory 
system. You can make that but who 
decides which authority is going to 
take the child? We’re well versed in 
looking after these kids, but some 
haven’t got any, they haven’t got the 
infrastructure in place, and that 
takes money to set up.” 

Cllr Simmonds added: “Kent has 
very much been on the firing line 
with regards to looking after 
children. The amount of agency 
foster workers we have to use does 
push the budget up considerably. 
We’re conveniently placed - they 
say ‘Kent you look after them and 
we’ll sort a disposal programme’. 

‘‘It all looks very good on paper 
but unless the government gives 
some incentives to other authorities, 
why should they? ’ ’ 

However, the difficulty doesn’t 
come purely from numbers of 
asylum seeking children from 
Calais, but also a population 
overspill from the capital, where 
London boroughs place their 
children in Kent. 

A notable recent case was when 
Redbridge council outbid Canter- 


be waiting for the first local authority 
to go to the wall,” he said. 

“It will happen because there is just 
no light at the end of the tunnel. 

“While its true on paper that the lo¬ 
cal Conservative administration have 


bury council for 200 homes at the 
old Howe Barracks in the city, 
leaving local families on the 
authority’s waiting list having to 
remain patient for even longer. 

Cllr Simmonds said: ‘‘We are a 
convenient dropping off point for 
Londoners - we’ve got about 1,500 
London children located in Kent. 

‘‘That puts pressure on fostering 
and means we struggle to recruit 
and have to go out to agencies 
which cost twice as much so that 
brings in a lot of pressure. 

‘‘London boroughs are responsi¬ 
ble for the pure social services, but 
we’ve got to educate them and it 
takes up foster carers from Kent. 

‘‘Our bone of contention is the 
London authorities get up to 
two-and-a-half times more per 
adult, per child than we get, so no 
wonder they can afford this.” 

Mr Wood added: ‘‘We’ve got 
1,500 kids who we have to care for 
because their parents can’t and you 
think 'I’d love to live in a county 
where we didn’t have to look after 
any kids’, that’d save us £120m but 
it’s not going to happen. 


not yet cut any frontline services, I 
think they soon will.” 

Ukip leader Roger Latchford was 
unavailable for comment. 

A consultation has been launched 
to gauge public views ahead of the 



‘ ‘If we could get 100 children out of 
care, that would save £5m, whereas to 
find £5m by cutting services. There’s 
only so many people in the county who 
want to foster kids. Half of them will go 
to fostering agencies because they get 
paid more, so we’ve exhausted our 
supply, pretty much exhausted the 
fostering agency supply - where do 
you go if you’ve got no foster carers? 

‘‘You’ve got to put them in 
residential care, which is not right for 
a kid and very expensive.” 


Autumn Statement, and a meeting of 
the full council next Thursday will 
discuss the plans further. 

Details of the consultation and how 
to take part can be found at www. 
kent.gov.uk/budget 



r 5 or 7 1 

Day only 
NO JOINING 
L FEES!! a 


Broome Park Golf Club 

Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


Bideford: 4 day 
Coach trip £105 

Enjoy a wonderful break in Bideford and north Devon for a 
very special price next spring... 


Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at 
the lovely 3 star Durrant House hotel to a 
warm welcome and refreshments. We stay 
for 3 nights and have trips out on Saturday 
and Sunday and return home on Monday. 

Trips out include: market town of Barnstaple, 
Picturesque village of Appledore and Atlantic 
Shopping Village 

Durrant House Hotel Bideford ★★★ 

Modern, spacious hotel with two restaurants, two 
bars, and a large ballroom with evening 
entertainment. 125 guest rooms with full 
amenities. Lift. 



Amazing Value for £105 

3-Course dinner each evening 
Complimentary pre-dinner 
drink 


Friday 20th January £105 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room Supplement £19 

Call to book or book online 

GBTOURS 
® 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

32 Years of great-value coach 
trips. 

ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - 
Maidstone - Tunbridge Wells 
- and then to Bideford. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours 


• Entertainment/Dancing each 
evening in the Ballroom 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

•Trip to Barnstaple and 
Bideford on Saturday 

•Trip to Atlantic Shopping 
village on Sunday 

• Refreshments/music to dance 
to on Sunday afternoon 

• Last night 'Party Night' with 
optional fancy dress 
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More weekly offers in our showroom... 


From 


WC Units 
from £50 
Vanity unit 
& basin 
from £79 



From 


Electric Towel 
Rails & Central 
Heating Towel 
Rails from £57 




TRITON T80Z 
SHOWER 
7.5kw, 8.5kw r 
9.5kw & 10.5kw 


Large Showroom Trade Counter Professional Advice & Service 


Visit our large showroom today. 

Open 9 - 5 Mon - Fri and 9-4 Saturdays.. 

Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, 

Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 

01227 281648 : allbitswhitstable@yahoo.co.uk 
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Dane Court 
Grammar School 
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Academic excellence in a caring and supportive environment 

Year 6 Open Day 

Wednesday 19 October 2016 

A warm welcome awaits all Year 6 boys and girls 
who are hoping to gain a place in a selective school. 

School tours: 

9:00-11:15 

For those attending Broadstairs, St Peters, Westgate 

and Birchington schools 

1:15-3:20 

For those attending Margate, Cliftonville, Ramsgate, Monkton, 
Minster, Herne Bay, Reculver and St Nicholas schools 

6:00 - 8:30 

For those attending any school 

The Headteacher, Mr Fowler, will give an introduction. 

This will be followed by a guided tour of the school. Prospectuses will be available. 

For further information telephone 01843 864941 or visit our website danecourt.kent.sch.uk 
Dane Court Grammar School, Broadstairs Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2RT 
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TEAM: Queen poses with Corps of Royal Engineers at Brompton Barracks on Thursday to mark their 300th anniversary 

All photos courtesy of PA. 


She inspected 140 troops and viewed 
examples of heavy specialist equipment 
used by soldiers before meeting military 
personnel from the Corps of Royal 
Engineers, of which she is colonel-in¬ 
chief. 

It was her first visit to the barracks in 
almost 10 years. 

The Queen’s most recent visit to the 
county was in March last year, when she 
was in Capel-le-Ferne, near Folkestone, 
to open The Wing at the Battle of Britain 
memorial to The Few. 

She then moved on to Canterbury, 
where she unveiled statues of herself and 
the Duke of Edinburgh at the cathedral. 


T HE Queen paid a visit to Kent 
on Thursday morning - a day 
which saw her became the 
longest-reigning living mon¬ 
arch on the planet. 

It followed news earlier in the day that 
Thailand’s King Bhumibo Adulyadej - re¬ 
vered in Thailand as a demigod and an 
anchor of stability through decades of up¬ 
heaval - has died. He was 88 and had 
been on the throne for 70 years. The 
Queen now assumes that title having 
served in her role for 63 years. 

Her Majesty arrived by helicopter in 
Chatham before touring the site of the Bromp¬ 
ton Barracks in an open-top Land Rover. 




Licensing Act 2003 

Application for a New Premises Licence 
Name of Applicant: The Shurland Ltd 

Premises: The Shurland Hotel, 81 High Street, East 
Street, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 4EH 

Proposed Licensable activities: Live & Recorded 
Music - Sunday-Thursday 12:00-23:00; Friday- 
Saturday 12:00-00:00; Sale of Alcohol - Sunday- 
Thursday 07:00-00:00; Friday-Saturday 07:00_01:11 
Date to make representations by: 3rd November 
2016 

The licensing applications can be inspected by 
appointment with the Licensing Team between 
10am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 

Any objections to this application must be made 
in writing to The Licensing Department, Swale 
Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne Kent, ME10 3HT 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
Any person who makes a false statement is 
liable, on summary conviction, to a maximum fine 
of £5,000 


Blue’s the colour as the 
Queen visits barracks 
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Pumpkin season is here and the 
demand has never been stronger 



H alloween season may 
bring with it things that 
go bump in the night, 
but it also brings a mas¬ 
sive surge for pumpkin 

growers. 

And the good news for producers 
in Kent is a boom in sales over recent 
years as more people are buying 
pumpkins not just to turn into lan¬ 
terns, but also for culinary use. 

William Alexander, owner of The 
Hop Shop in Sevenoaks, has been 
farming pumpkins for 15 to 20 years. 
He explained: “In recent years we 
have seen a steady increase in the buy¬ 
ing of pumpkins for carving purposes, 
but we have also seen a big increase for 
culinary uses as pumpkins are so flex¬ 
ible in the way they can be used. 

“Obviously pumpkins are an 
autumn fruit but we’ve noticed 
they’re not just being purchased in 
October but all through the autumn 
season, meaning their use must be for 
cooking.” 

With the warm summer in Kent 
stretching into October, pumpkin 
farmers have been enjoyed some¬ 
thing of a bumper crop - unlike last 
year when heavy rain meant much of 
the crop rotted before it could be eaten. 
CROP: Jemma Thompson saw thousands pick their own from her farm “They can’t grow in cold, wet 


Halloween brings with it an enormous 
demand for the vegetable which is 
good news for the county’s growers. 
Emily King visited a pumpkin patch 
and found out how our appetite is still 
growing and diversifying year on year 


weather, but because of the beauti¬ 
fully warm weather this year, we are 
inundated with 60,000 perfectly big 
and orange pumpkins,” says Jemma 
Thompson, spokesperson for Pick 
Your Own Pumpkins in Ashford. 

Even though the majority of people 
consider pumpkins to be something 
they purchase in October, the indus¬ 
try has to work all year round to have 
the pumpkins ready for the Hallow¬ 
een season. 

“The seeds are grown in glasshous¬ 
es and then planted in May,” explains 
Mr Alexander. “We then have to ferti¬ 
lise them, and control weeds with 
plastic protectors. A lot of the weed 
maintenance is done by hand, and we 
have to make sure they are watered 


regularly while also keeping frogs at 
bay. If you look after them properly, 
they will always grow rapidly.” 

Adds Jemma Thompson: “Because 
of how heavy pumpkins are, they 
can’t be imported from elsewhere, 
meaning pumpkins in supermarkets 
and restaurants are always locally 
sourced. 

“I think last year there were over 
four million pumpkins supplied to UK 
supermarkets from British farms and 
we alone supplied just over a million 
to the big supermarkets such as Asda, 
Morrisons, and Sainsbury’s.” 

A representative from the British 
Growers’ Association said: “The late 
arrival of summer has enabled the 
2016 pumpkin crop to reach harvest 



Opening times: Fri - Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm 


Hotline 01428 
<h „ 684494 


for 
Christmas 


4-6 November 

Maidstone Pavilion, 

Kent County Showground, Detling, ME14 3JF 

An opportunity to meet over 90 of Britain's most talented makers and 
purchase inspirational gifts and festive foods. 


At the event: Adults: £7.00 Seniors: £6.00 
In advance: Adults: £6.00 Seniors: £5.00 (subject to 60p transaction fee) 



Girlings 


GIRLINGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


HELPDESK 


Call us on 0845 2221999 


or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 


www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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DISPLAY: The Hop Shop in Sevenoaks and its diversity of the vegetable, above left, and the huge quantity of traditional pumpkins in Ashford, above right 


in almost perfect conditions. The in¬ 
crease in the use of pumpkins for 
cooking has been great for the British 
farming industry, as sales have in¬ 
creased here, as well as having stayed 
steady for carving use, things are 
looking up. As long as the demand is 
there, pumpkin farming will always 
be beneficial to British farms because 
they cannot be brought in from else¬ 
where, they are always local.” 

There are many varieties of pump¬ 
kins, and some are tastier than oth¬ 
ers, as Jemma Thompson from Pick 
Your Own Pumpkin in Ashford told 
KoS: “Crown prince pumpkins 
[green], and ghost pumpkins [white] 
are usually tastier as they contain 
less pulp than ordinary orange 


pumpkins. Although, typical orange 
carving pumpkins can also be eaten, 
most notably in soup.” 

And it’s not only the inside of a 
pumpkin that can be used in dishes. 

“You can eat all of the pumpkin - 
except for its stalk,” says Tessa Tricks 
from Hubbub, a charity dedicated to 
using pumpkins set to go to waste on 
the shelves of in the field. 

“Whether you can eat the skin or 
not depends on the variety. Smaller 
varieties such as gem squash have de¬ 
liciously edible skin, the skin of larger 
varieties may be too tough to eat or 
less than appealing. For types such as 
the butternut squash, whether you eat 
the skin or not is down to personal 
taste. Pumpkins are a great source of 


vitamins A and C, iron and riboflavin.” 

The charity uses the vegetables it 
collects, turns them into soups and 
other dishes and then sells them at 
festivals across the UK. 

Rosie Collins, marketing manager 
for Macknade Fine Foods, in Faver- 
sham, says it has seen an increase in 
purchasing of pumpkin-infused foods 
from their stores. 

She said: “Our cafe reflects the sea¬ 
sonal ingredients we sell in our shop 
so we will be using pumpkin on the 
menu this month. Last year our 
spiced pumpkin soup was extremely 
popular. 

“We’ve noticed a lot more pumpkin 
recipes cropping up online this year 
too, and we’ve also produced a hand¬ 


ful of pumpkin recipes for our website 
which we encourage our customers 
to use. Personally I’d suggest they 
toast the seeds and use those too.” 

While Nicola O’Neill, owner of The 
Cosy Kettle restaurant in Ashford, 
adds: “Last year I used various differ¬ 
ent variety of pumpkin and squash all 
supplied by Jemma at PYO Pumpkin 
Ashford and made batches of pump¬ 
kin soup and everyone loved it. I also 
passed on a few extra pumpkins I had 
to some local ladies that made pump¬ 
kin pie, which went down a treat. 

“I think the food industry in gener¬ 
al is very seasonal and people love the 
fresh local produce so it’s never hard 
to sell pumpkin soup and produce 
through October and November.” 


As the culinary popularity of 
pumpkins grows, farmers have to 
make sure they have enough pump¬ 
kins to meet the demand. 

Concludes Jemma Thompson: 
“Popularity is definitely growing. We 
started in this field two years ago 
mainly because we had a surplus of 
crops. 

“That first year we opened it up to 
the public we were quite surprised by 
how many people came so the follow¬ 
ing year we thought we’d give it a go 
again. Last year we had just under 
16,000 people, including adults and 
children, through the gates in just 
over 13 days. This year we’re expect¬ 
ing even more because Halloween oc¬ 
curs right at the end of the week.” 



• Expert advice • Friendly service • Leading brands • Open 6 days a week 


VISIT OUR NEW 

Bathroom 

Showroom 

Showcasing some of the latest 
bathroom furniture and fixtures 
as well as plumbing and heating 
solutions, this is the perfect place to 
come when deciding on your new 
bathroom! 


- 


Units 8 & 9, Cliffe Yard, Anthony’s Way, 

Medway City Estate Estate, Rochester ME2 4DY 

Tel 01634 560410 | WWW.hpsmerchant.CO.uk Heating Plumbing Supplies 
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From West End theatres to a 
blooming business in flowers 

One man’s remarkable career switches from showbusiness to a cottage industry 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


T HERE can be few CVs 
which include manage¬ 
ment of West End theatres, 
overseeing tours for a host 
of stars from Sir Ian McKel- 
lan to Paul O’Grady and more medals 
from the prestigious Chelsea Flower 
Show than you could count on both 
hands. 

Yet, unless you have a penchant for 
flower arrangement or, indeed, 
worked in London’s theatre scene over 
the last 30 years, the chances are the 
name Mig Kimpton will mean little to 
you. 

At 52 he’s a friend to the stars 
whose hard work has delivered re¬ 
markable results. He worked his way 
up from his first job of working behind 
the bar at the Bristol Hippodrome to 
the hey day of summer season and 
sell-out Ken Dodd shows in Scarbor¬ 
ough, to working to help prepare for 
the first ever performances of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera 
- a show which this month celebrates 
its 30th anniversary. 

He’s worked closely with Jeffery 


Archer at one venue, and tour man¬ 
aged the likes of Janet Street-Porter, 
Sandi Toksvig and Lesley Joseph. 

In addition, he produced the Stone¬ 
wall Equality shows at the Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall in the 1990s, huge high-pro¬ 
file charity fundraisers which featured 
the likes of George Michael, Elton John 
and Kylie Minogue. 

Today, however, he continues in a 
career about-turn - switching from 
the world of theatre to concentrate 
fully on his flower arranging skills 
and managing some of the floral 
world’s biggest shows. 

And key to that is moving to Kent. 

He lives with his partner in a pictur¬ 
esque white cottage in the village of 
Little Mongeham, located down coun¬ 
try lanes between Deal and Dover. 

Set in around an acre of ground and 
with a handful of outbuildings, it is far 
from the maddening crowd of Lon¬ 
don, where he lived for so long. 

Sat in his front room, however, 
there is a distinct lack of the presence 
of the success that has surrounded his 
career so far - no sign of the Royal 
Horticultural Society awards from 
Chelsea - he has 11, four of which the 
coveted gold - or, for that matter many 
flowers. 



SUCCESS: Mig Kimpton counts Paul 
O’Grady and Ian McKellan as friends 


But this is, so far, a work in progress. 

Having sold his home in Peckham, 
he moved here in the summer and 
three months in has big ambitions for 
the place. 

He’s planning to create a show gar¬ 
den on a patch of land at the front of 
the property currently studded by 
trees and rabbits. 

One outbuilding is set to house a 


12-pupil school where he can pass on 
his floral skills to budding arrangers 
and once his garden is complete he 
plans to stage a number of by-ar¬ 
rangement open days. 

But from theatre to flowers? Why 
the big shift? 

“It all stemmed from hitting 50 and 
having spent 30 years in theatre,” he 
explained to KoS this week. “Flowers 
were always a sideline and a hobby 
and I managed both. 

“But it got to the stage where they 
were no other jobs in theatre I really 
wanted. 

“I thought I would miss theatre 
once I stopped doing it. But I didn’t. 
I miss the free tickets, of course, 
but that’s it. I don’t miss the 
environments.” 

His last role in theatre was as exec¬ 
utive producer at the Arts Theatre in 
London’s West End. Within days of 
quitting he was approached by Aztec 
Events and asked to run the Blenheim 
Palace Flower Show - held in the 
grounds of Winston Churchill’s child¬ 
hood home in Oxfordshire. 

That list has now grown. This week 
he launched a major show for the Na¬ 
tional Association of Flower Arrange¬ 
ment Societies in Blackpool. Next 



April alone he will be staging four 
shows in the same month. 

“I’m really still in showbusiness,” 
he says, “as putting on a flower show 
you have to build the venue, fill it, 
make it all work and make sure the 
visitors are happy. It’s like putting on 
a show in a field.” 

Added into that is taking part in the 
biggest and most high profile shows as 
a competitor. 

“I have obsessively competed at 
flower shows since 1996 and it does 
become compulsive,” he explains. 

“As a child I never won prizes, so to 
finally find in later life I can win 
prizes was special. And if you win 
sometimes a big cheque comes with it. 
It’s the process, the planning, 
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performers against a City night 
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Your photo’s are printed 
immediately and presented 
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SOLID GOLD ROCK & ROLL 3 CD ALBUM OUT NOW! 

Sunday 23 October 7.30pm 


dartford Book online: orchardtheatre.co.uk 

ORCHARD THEATRE Ticket Office: 01322 220000 




MARCUS CUTU AND 


Friday 11 November 7.30pm 
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the design, the doing and the antici¬ 
pation of waiting for the judges.” 

His success at Chelsea in floral art 
has delivered him the honour of doing 
the main stand for the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Flower Arrangers in 2018 
something he admits “I’ve wanted to 
do since I first went to Chelsea in the 
early 1990s”. 

Certainly while theatre may no 
longer be his focus, the contacts and 
friendships he made during his time 
in it, live on. 

He drafted in Sir Ian McKellan, best 
known for his roles in Lord of the 
Rings and the X Men movies, to open 
the Blenheim show last year and the 
two remain good pals. 

“I dragged him to Blenheim as a fa¬ 


vour and he loved it. He wanted to do 
it again this year, but I had to tell him 
he had been superseded by Alan 
Titchmarsh. 

“Some of the floral shows I’ve done, 
he’s been a guest on stage and he’s 
done flower arranging and we have a 
hoot.” 

The two met when Mr Kimpton was 
at the Playhouse in the West End. 
Back in 1987 it staged a one-man 
show by Sir Ian which the actor then 
wanted to take to the provinces. 

“He asked if I could tour manage it. 
I pointed out I ran the theatre so 
couldn’t and which point he just said, 
well tell them you’re not available at 
the weekends. 

“So I spent 13 weekends with him 



AMBITION : Mr Kimpton switched 
from a home in Peckham to a pic¬ 
turesque five-bedroom home near 
Deal where he has great plans to 
develop his floral arrangement busi¬ 
ness - and build a show garden 


in the spring of 1988 with his 
man show touring the UK. But 
was not on a commercial basis; it 
was raising money for individual 
AIDS organisations, because there 
was a real crisis back then, 
gave up his time for free and we 
raised over £100,000 for each re 
gional organisation. 

“He remains a life long 
and has dragged me to lots of plac¬ 
es - willingly - such as Broadway. 

“He’s a bit grumpier now, but then I 
suppose that happens to all of us as we 
get a little older doesn’t it?” 

Presenter and comedian Paul 
O’Grady, who lives in Aldington, near 
Ashford, is another chum. 

“I helped Paul make the transition 
of Lily Savage from the nightclubs 
where he was going down a storm to a 
wider audience. I was asked if I could 
help, as I was running a theatre, to set 
him up in the theatrical environment. 
And that was amazing. He was a 
brilliant, clever man and of course 
going on that first tour with him 
when nobody knew Lily Savage was 
incredible. 

“However, I remember a day play¬ 
ing Cheltenham and every joke fell 
flat. They just did not get it at all. 
To this day, I’ve never seen a perform¬ 
er leave a venue as quick as he did. 
Paul literally came off stage, grabbed 
his bag, and went to sit in the 
car while we packed up because he 


was so annoyed it had gone badly. 

“We’re still friends and he hasn’t 
changed at all. He is exactly the same 
as he was that night in Cheltenham. 
Except he can’t walk down the street 
without people wanting to shake his 
hand. Back then we couldn’t give the 
tickets away.” 


Mig Kimpton takes his Frozen Flo¬ 
ral Roadshow out on tour next month 
with a special preview at St George’s 
Church Hall in Deal on October 27 at 
7.30. Tickets are on sale now. 

For details on that and floral work¬ 
shops, visit www.migkimptonflowers. 
co.uk. 
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WIN! Spooky week of 
Halloween adventure 

Chance for one lucky winner to win a half term break at a 
leading adventure holiday site - normally worth £299 



K ENT on Sunday has 
teamed up with Kings- 
wood Camps, one of the 
UK’s leading children’s 
adventure holiday pro¬ 
viders, to give away a thrilling week 
at their fully inclusive Halloween 
Camp in Kent this October half term. 

Normally worth £299, the camp is 
for youngsters aged 11-15 and runs 
between October 23-30. 

Those taking part will get the 
chance to take on daily adventure 
challenges, from flying through the 
air on zipwires to learning to abseil, 
fence, and much more. 

Evenings are crammed full of Hal¬ 
loween themed fun with discos, mur¬ 
der mystery games, night walks and 
stories by the campfire. 

Plus, included in Kingswood 
Camps’ Halloween Camp week is an 
excursion day to either Harry Potter 
Studios or The London Dungeons. 

The lucky winner will either expe¬ 
rience a world of wizardry with sets 
and costumes from the iconic film, 
Harry Potter, or discover what’s lurk¬ 
ing in The London Dungeons, and go 
on a 90 minute journey through 


1,000 years of London’s murky past. 

Kingswood Camps provide safe and 
friendly environments for young peo¬ 
ple to meet new friends, grow in con¬ 
fidence, have fun and learn new and 
exciting skills. 

With over 30 years’ experience 
hosting fun-packed adventures, 
Kingswood is situated on the out¬ 
skirts of Ashford. 

To be in with a chance of winning 


simply answer the following question: 

0. Which young wizard attended 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry? 

A. Harry Potter 

B. Paul Daniels 

C. David Blaine 

But be quick, the competition clos¬ 
es on October 18. 

How to enter and terms and condi¬ 
tions: 


To enter text KENT followed by Woods 
and your answer then your first name, 
surname and email address to 63333, 
eg. KENTWOODS C JOHN SMITH 
johnsmith @ email, com. 

Texts cost 50p plus standard network 
rates. Winners will be selected from all 
correct entries. The promoter’s decision 
is final. Usual terms and conditions ap¬ 
ply. Entries received after the closing 
date will not be counted, but you may 
still be charged. Alternatively enter by 
post to Kingswood Half Term Camp 
Competition, Archant KOS Media, Kent 
House, Station Road, Ashford, Kent 


TN23 1PP, including your name, ad¬ 
dress, postcode and contact telephone 
number. The prize is for one person only. 

By entering this competition you will 
automatically be subscribed to receive 
news and offers from Archant and In¬ 
spiring Learning. If you do not wish to 
receive details of any other products or 
services, please text EXIT at the end of 
your message. Service Provider: JMedia 
UK Limited, SW4 7BX. Tel: 0207 720 
7130. 

■ To find out more about Kings¬ 
wood Camps and their Halloween 
Camp, visit kingswoodcamps.co.uk. 


Scaredy Cat 
Halloween event 

at Battersea, Brands Hatch 


Wednesday 26 October 2016 
1 - 7pm 

Admission: £2 for adults, £1 for children 


Meet our friendly felines in need of families and take 
part in fearsome fun activities including a terrifying 
tombola and creepy craft-making. 

For further information visit 


battersea.org.uk/ScaredyCat 

Q Q © #ScaredyCat 


Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 

Brands Hatch, Crowhurst Lane 
Ash, Kent, TN15 7HH 

7^2 Eynsford or Longfield 




BRANDS HATCH 


/ 


^iue. ifiAk con{iAinoe. 
Registered charity No. 20639^B 
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GLITZ: Stephen Mulhern, above, and War Horse comes to Canterbury, right 


Extravaganza marks 
five colourful years 



Review: by Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


W HEN the Marlowe 
Theatre unveiled its 
shiny new look five 
years ago there was 
a collective inhala¬ 
tion of breath. Could it deliver the big¬ 
ger audiences, the diversity of pro¬ 
gramme and the big name shows it 
had promised? 

The truth was it did just that and 
more. And last weekend it celebrated 
its success with a gala performance, 
on top of a weekend of free events 
which showcased everything from po¬ 
etry to West End touring productions. 

And, like the last live years, it 
proved a flurry of colour, song and 
dance as it touched upon everything 
from comedy, classical music to musi¬ 
cals and ballet to pantomime. 

Opened by a reading from the poet 
Lemn Sissay, there was an adaptation 
of a ballet performance of Jane Eyre and 
solo performances by three young in¬ 
strumentalists and a splash of opera. 

Then an excerpt from Chicago 
lightened the mood with teenage 
dance group ZooNation showcasing 
its hip-hop moves. 

A highlight was a special appear¬ 
ance by the National Theatre’s War 


Horse - a taste of what is to come 
when the Marlowe hosts the launch 
of the UK tour next year with a 
lengthy residency. It is precisely the 
sort of performance the theatre hoped 
to attract when it emerged from its 
building cocoon in 2011. 


With panto dame Ben Roddy the 
host for the evening, there were also 
star turns from EastEnders’ Shaun 
Williamson and CBeebie’s Mister 
Maker Phil Gallager. 

It was a fitting celebration of a glo¬ 
rious first five years. 



Order your fire in 
time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces 
with a wide choice of finishes. 

Visit our showroom today for some 
friendly advice and quality service. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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IS IT TIME TO UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN? 



Then Ashford’s award-winning kitchen company offers the best 
of both worlds - a fully project-managed new installation or a 

complete makeover 


UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN LTD 
Unit 3c, KPCH Business Centre 
Canterbury Road. South Willesborough, 
Ashford. TX24 (IBP 
TEL: 0845 519 3246 
Hmupgrade-)wr-kifchen.cad 



Best Kitchen 
Makeover award 
2015 from the 
country' \ largest 
kitchen door 
manufacturer 
B\ 

^4 COMPONENTS. 



Choose from over 90 door styles and 300 colour combinations 
all available at our new South Willesborough showroom 

UPGRADE your KITCHEN LTD 
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What should you 
do with garden 
veg in colder 
weather? 


SEEPAGE 32 

Five top tips 


■ 1 ■ 
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Homes 8 Gardens 


Help your home flourish in autumn 


Read our guides to moving your 
plants and veg around your garden, 
and how to brighten up your home... 


ELCOME to our latest edi¬ 
tion of Homes and Gar¬ 
dens. 

We are now, well im¬ 
mersed in autumn, with Halloween 
just around the corner, and so this is 
the time to prepare your garden and 
home as the nights draw in. 

The days are now short enough 
that we drive to work while the sun is 
coming up, and return home in the 
near-dark. This leaves little time for 
gardening and decorating, but with 
this guide, we’ve made the tasks easi¬ 
er with top tips and advice. 

Autumn doesn’t seem like the best 
time of year to plant new garden veg¬ 
etables, but why not move around the 
vegetables already planted to give 
them their optimum sunshine? 

Or maybe your focus should be on 
how to make the most of the limited 
natural light within your home? 

You may as well take every oppor¬ 
tunity of light you can, as it’s not go¬ 
ing to be our friend until, at the earli¬ 
est, the beginning of next year. We all 


next a little extra vitamin D in the 
cold weather. 

In this edition, we’ll be sharing a 
gardener’s expertise of making the 
most of the veg you’ve already plant¬ 
ed, and where in the garden would 
best suit certain plants. 

To find out more, turn to page 31. 

For those of you who like to do 
your own decorating instead of get¬ 
ting someone in to do it, our five top 
tips on how to brighten and lighten 
your home could prove valuable. 

Whether it’s by changing the col¬ 
our of the walls, or the furniture in¬ 
side, we’ve advised on it. 

To find out more, turn to page 32. 

If you think you’ve missed your 
chance for the apple season, don’t 
worry you’re in luck as we have a 
guide on how to plant and grow 
them in a plant pot. 

To find out more, turn to page 33. 

We hope you enjoy this supple¬ 
ment and it gives you in the insight 
you need for your home to flourish in 
autumn. 





We transform homes 


From an extra bedroom to a larger kitchen, new bathroom to electrical 
re-wiring we can take care of all your building projects, however large 
or small, from start to finish in the South East! 

We take pride in our work like you take pride in your home. 
Call us and lets talk about your property needs. 

Canterbury 01227 207 111 | Folkestone 01303 767 110 
Ashford 01233 225 640 | Dover, Deal 8c Sandwich 01304 803 579 
Ramsgate, Margate 8c Broadstairs 01843 269 736 

www.maintaintotalpropertycare.co.uk 


Like and follow us for top tips and competitions 
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Bathroom Showroom 
& Plumbers Merchants 

Wide Range of Bathroom 
Suites & Showers 

Boilers, Radiators & Controls 

Wide Range of Spares & Parts 

Domestic & Trade Welcome 

Friendly, Experienced 
& Knowledgeable Service 


FREE Local Delivery 


I ~i 






48 High Street, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AR 


01634 730392 

www.globeplumbing.co.uk 
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Homes it Gardens 


A moving experience this autumn 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A RE your borders 
looking over¬ 
grown and over¬ 
crowded? If some 
of your stalwart 
shrubs and perennials have 
outgrown their space or sim¬ 
ply aren’t thriving in their 
current position, it may be 
time to move them. 

The best time to transplant 
shrubs is while they are 
dormant, between late 
autumn and early spring. 
Choose a day when the 
ground isn’t frozen or 
waterlogged. 

There’s always a risk when 
you move plants and the 
larger the plant, the more 
risk there is that you’ll lose it. 
But there are ways to 
minimise that risk. 

Small herbaceous perenni¬ 
als and compact shrubs are 
relatively easy to move if you 
water them thoroughly and 
then dig them up with as 
much root as possible, 
repositioning them some¬ 
where where there’s more 
room or where conditions are 
more favourable. Water them 
in well and keep them well 
watered during the autumn 
in the absence of rainfall. 

Mature shrubs are harder 
work to move, but it’s best to 
do it after a bout of rain. Get a 
friend to help you if the shrub 
is extremely large. 

Generally those that move 
most easily are the ones with 
fibrous roots - masses of thin 


roots which remain shallow 
in the soil. More problematic 
to move are those with tap 
roots, which are much 
thicker and there are fewer of 
them. It’s difficult to move these 
without breaking the roots. 

First, decide where you are 
going to replant any large 
shrubs. Dig a hole slightly 
bigger than the root ball of 
soil is going to be and add 
organic matter to the soil as 
well as slow-release fertiliser. 

For trauma-free trans¬ 
planting of large shrubs, first 
make a wide circle at least 
30 cm from the shrub with a 
spade and dig a deep trench 
following the circle’s curve. 

Use a garden fork to loosen 
the earth around the ball of 
the roots, then gently fork the 
surplus earth from around 
the roots. 

If the stems or branches of 
the shrub are unwieldy, tie 
them loosely with garden 
string so they don’t snap off 
or get damaged during the 
excavation. 

Once the ball of roots has 
been loosened, dig your spade 
under the root ball as far as 
you can, levering gently as 
you go around the circle. The 
aim is to keep as large a root 
ball attached to the plant as 
possible. 

When you feel the shrub 
move, tilt it to one side and 
slide a length of plastic 
sheeting or sacking under¬ 
neath the root ball. Tilt the 
shrub the other way and 
manoeuvre the sacking so 
that it comes underneath the 
whole root ball, then wrap it 


up and tie it around the 
trunk securely, to minimise 
water loss and keep the root 
ball and soil intact. 

Unwrap the sacking and 
carefully place the shrub in 
its original depth. There 
should be a distinct soil mark 
on the shrub, so it’s easy to 
gauge. Fill the hole with 
displaced soil, firm in gently 
with the ball of your foot to 
get rid of any air pockets and 
give it a good soaking. Water 
regularly until the plant 
becomes established and 
mulch with organic matter. 
Large shrubs may need 
support for a year or two. 

Some plants react better to 
being moved than others. 
Those which are easier to 
move include rhododendron 
and azalea, hydrangea, hebe, 
fuchsia, Choisya ternata and 
forsythia. 

Peonies don’t really like be¬ 
ing relocated and it may take 
a couple of years before they 
flower again. Shrubs which 
don’t like being transplanted 
include ceanothus, berberis, 
holly, eucalyptus, buddleia, 
cotoneaster, weigela and 
lilac. But even if they suffer 
leaf fall after moving, don’t 
give up on them because they 
may come round. 

Top Tip - Storing vegeta¬ 
bles: If you’re groaning under 
the weight of tomatoes, my 
best advice is to cook them 
into a passata or spaghetti 
sauce and freeze them in 
containers. French beans, 
sweetcorn, autumn cauli¬ 
flowers and peas can be 
blanched and frozen. 



VITAL: Keeping the plants you move watered is vital to their survival 



SUNLIGHT: Moving plants to make sure they have the best light opportunities can help survival 
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For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater* Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds • Pumps 

• Liners and much more 


New 


www.httlefishshop.co.uk 


Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Flutches & Runs 


Juwel 

Aquarium with 
Free cabinet 


We specialise in providing many types 
of marine, pond, cold water and 
tropical fish to fill your aquarium 
as well as fish tanks to help 
you grow your collection. 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk | 42 London Road | Teynham | ME9 9QN 
01795 520023 | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 
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Homes it Gardens 


Five tips for making dark rooms lighter 


By Julia Gray 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


W HEN decorat¬ 
ing a room, 
you want to 
make the most 
of the natural 
light, but when that’s lacking 
there are some alternative op¬ 
tions. Here are Julia Gray’s five 
top tips for making a dark 
room lighter. 

1. Any room can be made to 
feel lighter simply by painting 
the ceiling white, so it reflects 
light instead of absorbing it. 
Specialist emulsions can help 
even more. Dulux Ultra White 
Matt emulsion (from £24.98 
for 2.51tr) is not only a really 
white, it’s also 20 times 
tougher than standard Dulux 
emulsion. Most importantly, 
Ultra White contains special 
light-reflective particles that 
reflect up to twice as much 
light back into the room as 
standard Dulux emulsion. For 
soft, subtle colours, try Dulux 
Light + Space Matt emulsions 
(from £20.99 for 2.51tr), 
which contain the same light- 
reflective particles. North-fac¬ 
ing rooms are most challeng¬ 


ing to decorate because the 
natural light is cold. For this 
reason, avoid cold colours and 
stick to warm ones, such as 
yellows and creamy neutrals. 

2. One of the best ways to 
brighten up a kitchen is with 
pale high-gloss unit doors, as 
these bounce light around the 
room. High-gloss kitchens 
never seem to go out of fash¬ 
ion, so glossy doors are a great 
way to update the room and 
needn’t be expensive. In any 
dark room, but especially 
kitchens and bathrooms, it’s 
important to have good artifi¬ 
cial lighting because you may 
need it on when it’s dark out¬ 
side. 

3. In other rooms, consider 
going for glossy or mirrored 
furniture, and hanging mir¬ 
rors on the walls - opposite a 
window will maximise the 
light coming in and make the 
room feel bigger. And don’t 
forget the floor - white-paint¬ 
ed floorboards, or shiny white 
floor tiles in kitchens and 
bathrooms, will help to 
bounce light around. 

4. Replacing, enlarging or 
adding windows can make a 
big difference to how light a 
room is, but it’s an expensive 


and disruptive solution to the 
problem, and planning rules 
can restrict what you do. 
Changing the window treat¬ 
ment is usually much cheaper 
- swap fussy curtains for sleek 
roller blinds and you’ll let in 
more light. 

5. Another radical solution 
is to remove a wall. Knocking 
two rooms into one usually 
gives the new room more win¬ 
dows and it may get sunlight 
for most of the day if, say, it’s 
now both east facing (morn¬ 
ing sun) and west facing 
(evening sun). 

How to: If you’re decorating 
a room with a picture rail and 
want to use different colours, 
it’s easy to paint the wall 
above the picture rail a differ¬ 
ent colour to the rail itself be¬ 
cause the join will be out of 
sight, and it’s easy to paint the 
picture rail and the wall be¬ 
low the same colour. If you 
don’t, you’ll have to do a neat 
join by hand along the bottom 
of the picture rail, which isn’t 
particularly easy and will be 
very visible, or use masking 
tape, which can cause prob¬ 
lems, namely paint bleed and 
tearing the paint when you 
remove it. 


( 



HIGHLIGHTING: White and yellow colours will make any room seem lighter 
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Celebrate this 
Christmas at Vinnie's 


Book your Christmas Party with us 

Dotes still Available in November & December 


Monday - Wednesday 

3 Course Meal + Bottle of Wine to Share 
between 4 people £25pp 

Thursday - Saturday 

3 course meal, bottle of wine to share 
between 4 people + Disco & DJ - £35pp 



- Cocktail Making Master class 

includes an introduction to mixoligy, methods and 
ingredients and getting behind the bar and producing your 
own cocktail - from £20pp 




Jik 


T: 01233 661175 • E: vinniesbarashford@gmail.com • Facebook: @vinniesbarashford 



01227 789649 
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Homes & Gardens 


The apple is the gardener's favourite 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


W HETHER you’re into a 
crisp crunch, a sweet, 
juicy flavour or the tart 
tang that makes a 
crumble or pie a des¬ 
sert to savour, the apple is among the 
gardener’s favourite. 

We grow more apples both com¬ 
mercially and in the garden than any 
other fruit tree. But you don’t have to 
have a massive space to get to the core 
of success, because you can grow ap¬ 
ples in pots, although you’ll need to 
give them more tic than you would to 
trees in the ground. 

Pot-grown trees may produce few¬ 
er fruit than those grown in the 
ground, but they can be grown on 
paved areas and courtyards in the 
smallest gardens. 

Fill the pot to a level where the graft 
union of the fruit tree will be above 
the surface of the compost once it is 
planted. You will need to anchor a 
thick bamboo cane into the bottom of 
the container to support the tree. 

You will also need to make sure the 
container is stable since, particularly 
when the tree is in leaf. Containers 
with a narrow base are therefore best 
avoided. If you put a stake in the pot, 



then you may be able to anchor it 
from the top to a nearby fence. 

The RHS recommends the follow¬ 
ing culinary apples for growing in 
containers: ‘Arthur Turner’ and 
‘Howgate Wonder’, while its dessert 
apple recommendations include 
‘Alkmene’, and ‘Discovery’. 

With any pot-grown tree, don’t 
make the mistake of potting into too 
large a planter too soon. A snug pot 
will not only keep the tree small 
and manageable, it should also 
force it into producing a good 
crop of fruit long before a similar 



tree that is planted in open soil. 

According to fruit tree specialist 
Ken Muir it may be tempting to put a 
small plant into a large container 
straight away, but this is not advisa¬ 
ble, as the volume of compost in rela¬ 
tion to the roots is too great to create 
water movement and air circulation 
through the soil. 

The vital thing is to keep container- 
grown trees well-watered. Add wa¬ 
ter-retaining granules to the soil or 
underplant with spring bulbs or shal¬ 
low-rooted plants that will keep 
weeds down and moisture in. 


MOISTURE: You need to find ways to maintain water in the soil 



JUICY: You’ll have fewer apples but they’ll still be sweet and crunchy 
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ALL YOUR ^ 

,j»K NEEDS 

IhMMiR ONE ROOF! 

Kent's largest independent supplier of decking 
fence panels & Velux windows 
offering one of the best selections and service. 
Interior & Exterior doors and plywood. 
Everything for your small or large projects! 

Free local delivery on orders over £100 

264 Napier Road, Gillingham Kent ME7 4HL 
Telephone: 01634 853067 

sales@lakesidetimber.co.uk 

www. l akes idetimber. co.uk 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends 




Dutch Bulbfields & Amsterdam Cruise 

Hoorn, Keukenhof, Enkhuizen & Amsterdam 

By Rail from Ebbsfleet or Air from Gatwick 3 April, 2017 • Quote: BD4-K0S 


Join us for a fun and friendly cruise on board the MV Prinses Christina. A visit to Holland in springtime is a mesmerising feast for 
the senses as the gardens and fields are full to bursting with tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, spring flowering shrubs and plants. The 
highlight of this cruise is an included visit to Keukenhof Gardens with its magnificent floral displays. There is time to explore the 
canals, museums and flower markets of Amsterdam, plus Enkhuizen and Hoorn. 

Price includes: Return rail travel by Eurostar from St Pancras and Ebbsfleet OR flights with luggage from Gatwick - supp't may apply • 4- 
nights full board cruise sharing a twin bed outside cabin on Cabin Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft drinks 
served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Visit to Keukenhof Gardens • Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad 
• Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Rhine & Moselle > 

River Cruise ! 

Andernach, Cochem, Boppard, Rudesheim, 
Koblenz, Konigswinter and Cologne 

4 June & 3 September, 2017 - Quote: RH-KOS 


Seaside 60s Sounds 
in West Sussex 

Chatsworth Hotel,Worthing J 

31 March, 2017-Quote: WG3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for an exclusive Party Weekend and enjoy £1 drinks and a 


Come with us on a relaxing river cruise on the majestic Rhine and beautiful 
Moselle rivers in southern Germany. Relax on board the MV Prinses Christina as 
she glides silkily past romantic hilltop castles, picturesque vineyards and 
historic riverside towns. To join the ship, we travel by Eurostar from St Pancras 
and Ebbsfleet or fly from a choice of UK airports, then a short transfer by coach. 
Our cruise visits Andernach, Cochem, Boppard, Rudesheim, Koblenz, 
Konigswinter and Cologne. Accommodation is in comfortable outside twin 
cabins with breakfast, lunch and dinner each day included as well as morning 
coffee and afternoon tea. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras and 
Ebbsfleet OR flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7- 
night full board cruise on the MV Prinses Christina sharing a twin bed outside cabin 
on Cabin Deck - upgrades available ‘Transfers abroad 


60s music tribute act each night. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on 


the south coast, just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town 


centre. All bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 


INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 8pm both evenings - pint of house 


beer or small glass of wine • Live entertainment both nights • 2 nights sharing an en- 


suite bedroom with TV & free wifi • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 


II board 
from 


£10pp deposit 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

y 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


THEATRICAL: Lee Mead won BBC’s Any Dream Will Do and has continued with West End success 




as Lee d 


\r~\ 


The BBC talent show winner is back with a new album and a tour to match... 


H aving won bbc’s Any 
Dream Will Do talent 
show, and therefore 
taking on the role of 
Joseph in Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, 
Lee Mead was destined to be a West 
End success. 

Now the performer is back with a 
new album, Some Enchanted 
Evening and a national tour to 
match. 

Looking back on his past accom¬ 
plishments, Mr Mead explains why 
he decided to enter the BBC show, 
saying: “I’d been working in the 
theatre industry for about five years 
before the show but I’d never man¬ 
aged to be cast as lead. 

“When the opportunity came up, 
I couldn’t let it pass. Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 
was the first musical I saw when I 


was nine, and when the show’s ad¬ 
vert showed on my TV at home I 
just really wanted to do it. I felt 
compelled to do it, but purely for the 
role.” 

Mr Mead’s new album is full of 
’40s and ’50s musical theatre hits 
but covered in his own style. 

“The album has been placed in 
the top 20 of the album charts and 
the idea behind the album was be¬ 
cause I just really wanted to explore 
those songs and that style,” says the 
singer. 

“There’s a few extra contempo¬ 
rary songs in there as well, but 
when it comes to touring, I feel like 
October is the right time.” 

Mr Mead has recently been star¬ 
ing in the touring production of 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, which 
has been getting his vocals ready 
for his own tour. 

Speaking of Chitty Chitty Bang 


Bang, he says: “I love the film, and I 
always wanted to be Dick Van Dyke. 
Plus I got to fly a car nine times a 
week. 

“There’s actually also a song 
from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang on 
my album, Some Enchanted 
Evening.” 

Rehearsals and bandcalls have 
been taking place for Mr Mead and 
his musicians over recent weeks but 
he stresses that there’s no need to 
learn any words. 

“The songs are in my head, with 
the rehearsals we just go back to the 
songs again for a refresh,” he says. 

“I perform alongside a five-piece 
band, and I’ve been playing with 
the guys for around four or five 
years now. We have a brilliant vio¬ 
linist who really brings an essence 
of the era to the show. Musically, he 
just sounds great.” 

When it comes to touring, 


though, Mr Mead isn’t so keen: “I 
used to love it but I’m not in my 20s 
anymore and I’m a dad. I try not to 
be away too much. I was gone for 
five months with Chitty and that 
was exhausting. 

“But with this tour I have a lot of 
one nighters so I can come home of¬ 
ten. I enjoy touring but not too long 
term.” 

Mr Mead told KoS what he’d like 
his audience to gain from watching 
him perform in concert, he said: “I 
just want people to enjoy it. The 
songs are so great and each one 
tells a story of its own, which essen¬ 
tially is all you want from a song. 

“It’s nice to influence people and to 
watch them enjoying themselves.” 

Some Enchanted Evening comes 
to the Assembly Hall, Tunbridge 
Wells, on October 27. 

For tickets, visit assemblyhallthe- 
atre.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending October 16,2016 33 

































mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-lt-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is 


visit 


s FREE to register ; try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


JULIE, 53yrs, tall slim dark 
haired lady, sociable and fun 
loving. New to the area so 
WLTM men friends for fun, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424497 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424495 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA, 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424493 0 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady 
who is lots of fun seeks like- 
minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424491 | 

HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to 
earth lady, 35yrs, shapely 
brunette, seeking someone with 
GSOH, looks unimportant, any 
age. ACA. I promise! Tel: 0906 
515 3026 Box 423035 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

PRESENTABLE divorced lady, 
young 60, many interests, 
animal lover, seeks outgoing, 
cheerful, honest, smart looking 
man, for cultural times. Text 
only Mailbox: 5576629 0 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
WENDY, 44yrs, dark haired 
beauty with blue eyes and a fab 
figure. WLTM gent any age, 
give me a call and I promise to 
call you back, or text/email. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4243391 

SUSIE, 36yrs, attractive, tall slim 
blonde seeks fifty shades of grey 
with discreet gent, must have a 
fun side looks unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3038 Box 424045 
MELANIE, 49yrs, varied 
interests, attractive, sensual lady 
seeks gent any age or status, 
call, see what happens. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4243371 

CALLING all Gentlemen! I’m 
Janet a mature solvent stylish 
lady, I’m waiting for you to call 
me so we can wine/dine and 
have some good times ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4243351 

50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent ACA Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422469 0 


TARA, 35yrs, own business, well 
educated dark haired curvy lady. 
Independent with no ties seeks 
“normal” chap for mutual pleasure. 
Tel: 0906 515 3034 Box 424385 
HI I'm Angie, attractive petite mid 
50s lady. I’m a very very active 
lady, with lots of interests. WLTM 
chap with GSOH, looks/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424333 0 
DANNI 34yrs black married lady 
looking for no strings fun with white 
man, any age. Box: 4064145 


RAPID^a 

MArcHr* 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

TExiEEHtoOEEag 


GENUINE lady, 67, slim, GSOH, 
caring, honest, active, likes most 
things in life, days out, countryside, 
animals, long walks, visiting 
interesting places, cooking and 
holidays, WLTM a caring, honest 
male with GSOH, 67-73, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423289 
PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422393 | 

KIM, 50, lovely kind, 5ft 6, brown 
eyes, dark curly hair, curvy figure 
seeks nice genuine guy for LTR, 
same age as me. Text only 
Mailbox: 5512493 
RITA, , seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, she’s very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422403 0 


or call 09065005757 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's access charge 89990 cost £1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to start 
out with. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4710874 


MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind and 
caring, hoping to meet a kind gent 
for friendship, possibly more. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422339 0 

BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will do 
anything to make you happy. Just 
give her a call today. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422411 0 
GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 55. 
Enjoys keeping fit, socialising and 
travel, WLTM similar male for 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5453851 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421427 

FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 




□ NO PROFILES TO FILL OUT CA 

□ NO flPPS TO DOWNLOAD^ 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 


JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 
IT'S NEVER BEEN EASIERI 




TEXT MATCHUP 89990 


tvvy* ccnrsei dtfafc ear be exchanged Tha service Is rrt amp jir geiented Mersages ene reewided 
tobywahevrauwa NonertrgscanteguawnlMd Ifera-igiigaTertrigbesLrebchoseafrjl*; 
space and da not am persena' cetab tc people you teue not met 5ervce prided ry Nc Goats Ltd 
He^p: Q207720 1 13D or wnait suppartgjmedB cot* 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


HELLO Gents, I’m a mature 
attractive interesting lady, with 
gorgeous eyes. I’m smart, , 
sophisticated, love theatre and 
films. Give me a call or text me. 
Looks unimportant, must be kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424331 0 

SUSIE, 42yrs loves life, educated, 
brunette, own home, works to hard 
and now wants some fun. If you 
are a kind gent 30+ then text me for 
achat. Box: 4187170 
WIDOW, 62, short, looking for 
friendship at present, interested? 
Ha ha got to phone to find out 
more! Call Jan. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424195 0 
DIANNA, petite blonde lady, 38yrs, 
divorced, no kids, wants to spice 
up her life with new male friends, 
35+, might lead to more who 
knows but no strings. ACA. Box: 
4027026 

RETIRED lady, an outgoing 
person, enjoys life, likes meals out, 
holidays, WLTM someone to share 
interests with, and quality time. 
Text only Mailbox: 5552642 
LESLEY, 66, retired beauty 
therapist, blonde hair, blue eyes, 
size 14, likes going out, travelling, 
holidays, arts, looking for a nice 
guy, 57-67, would be great to get a 
reply. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424147 

SINGLE lady, 65, blonde, quiet 
nature, likes the outdoors, picnics, 
jiving, WLTM single gentleman for 
companionship and possible 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:423411 0 
WIDOW, 70s, brown hair and eyes, 
likes walking, pub lunches, places 
of interest, good company and lots 
more, seeking a kind genuine 
male, a n/s, 70-80. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423359 
KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine man 
for caring relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419889 0 


Men Seeking 

mydate 24] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


HI I’m Andrew, 5’9, slim longish hair 
WLTM men aged 55-80 for daytime 
fun. Bi-curio. Sittingbourne Text 
only Mailbox: 5469911 0 
JOHN, 42yrs sophisticated 
business man wanting a lady by his 
side to spoil and entertain. Looks 
unimportant but must have a super 
personality and kind manner. Box 
4086072 

ANDY, tall attractive male, looking 
for a naughty female, for fun with 
no strings attached. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424295 0 
MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, likes 
classic cars, days out, meals out, 
boot fares, most things, would like 
to meet a lady for company and to 
share each others interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424207 0 

MALE smoker, seeks female 40-69 
for LTR Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 391702 0 
JOHN, 70, widower, lives in 
Broadstairs, Kent, slim, fit, active, 
young at heart, kind, caring and 
loving, likes country/beach walks, 
holidays, days out, theatre, eating 
out, music, animals, WLTM slim, 
attractive lady, to share interests 
and nice times together. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424043 
48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 


LIVELY old boy, OHAC, near sea 
in Folkestone, into red wine, garlic 
and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 0 

HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 5ft9, 
from Sittingbourne in Kent, looking 
for someone to have some fun with 
and see where it goes! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422905 0 
GENTLEMAN, 76yrs old, clean¬ 
shaven with a good head of hair 
and a smart dresser, hoping to 
meet lady for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423645 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388372 

BRIAN, 6ft3, fit, bit grey but 
genuine and kind, looking for a 
naughty female, for no strings adult 
fun, if you’re interested please get 
back to me, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423483 
MALE, 53, 5ft6, single, 

hardworking, looking for slim/small 
lady, 40-56. Maidstone, Kent. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423363 0 

OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

49YR old male, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female to wine/dine and have fun 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390929 


ANDREW, 

50, slim to 
medium build, lives 
in Ashford/Kent area, 

WLTM a women, 40-70, 
for discreet fun, would be 
great to hear from you so get 
back to find out more! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

423271 0 

GARY, 53, caring, likes snooker, 
bowls, looking for a nice woman 
to meet and fall in love with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423145 0 

EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, 
social events, and lots more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423039 0 

HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48,6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

TONY black male, 58, 5ft6, med 
build, n/s, seeking a local mature 
fun loving female 40/75 in the 
Chatham/Gillingham area for 
discreet fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5459052 

BARRY 4776ft, well built, seeks 

female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 361787 
TALL single early 60's male 
looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5496781 



TONY, 

early 
60s, 6ft, 
slim, fit, 
easy 
going, 
looking 
for no 
strings fun with a lady, 
age unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422643 0 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587( 

PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077 0 

MALE, 54, shyish, looking for fun 
times with a lady, 60-70, with 
GSOH, status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422431 


COLIN, 

56, ( 

medium build, 
clean and tidy with 
a tidy beard, I’m after 
some TLC with n 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422359 0 


GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark 

hair, brown eyes, seeks 
passionate female for fun times 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387175 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, 
seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:377397 

MALE, widower, n/s, would love 
to meet buxom friendly lady, up to 
70, for friendship at first, interests 
include all types of music, 
walking, quizzes. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422957 
HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 
5ft9, from Sittingbourne in Kent, 
looking for someone to have 
some fun with and see where it 
goes! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422905 0 
WRITER, tall, slim, fit, natural 
dark hair, generous, seeks lady 
for erotic rendezvous, I will make 
it worth your while! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422777 0 
SUGAR Daddy available! 
Mature, tall, slim, natural dark 
hair, seeks lady, age unimportant. 
Not afraid of commitment. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 




PHILLIP, 66, into farming and 
country life, looking for a loyal, 
genuine lady, someone I can 
trust, to go on holidays with and 
spend time together. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422699 0 

LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127 


. Then send to 

►80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80058 
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CHRIS, from Folkestone, 71, 
5ft9, widower, green eyes, lonely, 
n/s, OHAC, likes gardening, the 
coast, pubs, dining out, holidays, 
cruises, days out, WLTM similar 
lady to share interests, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422375 

PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

MIKE, 64, outgoing person, 
enjoys life, likes sport, cricket, 
nice meals out, holidays, WLTM 
someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422329 


JAMES, 34, seeks dominant, slim, 
Canterbury/Thanet male, 30-40, 
likes reading, music, walking, films, 
eating out, nights in, looking for 
friendship, maybe more Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424485 0 
TERRY, 54, bi curious, looking for 
mature male, 65+, for first time 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424109 
SLIM straight guy into CD and role- 
play, WLTM similar for friendship 
and fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5544057 

CD male, into wrestling, looking for 
CD, bi or gay male, 45-55, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423833 0 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


M 


Follow us 
on 

I 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. Your ad may also appear on our dating app. Your ad may also appear on our dating app. w/c 10/10/16 
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Wildlife TV presenter Steve 
Backshall's Wild World tour 



RISKY: Mr Backshall has tackled all kinds of animals including sharks and crocodiles 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


W ILDLIFE children’s 
TV presenter Steve 
Backshall embarks 
on a UK tour this 
October following 
the release of his new children’s 
novel Shark Sea. 

Mr Backshall reveals that his 
reasons for touring are not just for 
this new novel but also because 
“shark conservation is close to my 
heart.” 

“A lot of people ask ‘why would 
you save a vicious animal like 
that?’,” explains Mr Backshall. 
“But I like to help people learn to 
love them. I like to show them the 
wonder of sharks and their 
diversity.” 

Having encountered all sorts of 
wildlife over 18 years, Mr Back¬ 
shall has a huge backlog of expedi¬ 
tions behind him. 

He’s wrestled sharks, crocodiles, 
footage of which will be shown on 
his tour, alongside outtakes and 
bloopers. He says he aims to “cre¬ 
ate a dazzling whistle-stop tour” 
but also jokingly tells KoS that his 
scariest expedition to date was get¬ 
ting married. 


The TV presenter married Olym¬ 
pian rowing gold medallist Helen 
Glover at the start of September. 

When it comes to his new chil¬ 
dren’s novel, he says: “I wanted to 
write a series of extraordinary ad¬ 
venture books. 

“The Falcon Chronicles are a 
mix of adventure and spy thriller 
with also an action crisis involved 
too. Shark Sea tackles the shark 
conservation crisis, and sends an 


important message to readers.” 

He continues: “The novels have 
had a huge response so far, and I’m 
the patron of 12 different wildlife 
charities. I hope my novels increase 
membership of these charities and 
also raises awareness. So far there’s 
been 20,000 more people aware of 
the situations at hand.” 

Mr Backshall adds that the Fal¬ 
con Chronicles story continues, 
saying: “My protagonists are still 


on the run, still being pursued, 
but this time they’re out to sea 
and into the midst of adventure.” 

Mr Backshall embarks on his na¬ 
tionwide Wild World theatre tour 
from October 19 to November 20. 
His new children’s novel Shark Sea 
will be published in October. To 
book tickets, visit www.steveback- 
shall.com/tour 

Cubs and Scouts get discounted 
tickets via the ticket office. 


Epic comeback from Busted 

BUSTED, the pop trio, are back 
and have announced a UK 
headline tour which they are 
bringing to Folkestone’s Leas 
Cliff Hall in February. 

Tickets went on sale on 
Friday from ticketmaster.co.uk 



Gems night moves sites 


GEMS, the night out for people with learning 
difficulties, has returned to its original site at 
Canterbury’s Steinbeck & Shaw. 

Admission costs £5 for service users and £4 
for carers. 

For more details, visit www.steinbeckand- 
shaw.co.uk/canterbury 


Iconic stars to visit Kent 

POP idols Gerry and the 
Pacemakers will play in 
Margate in March 2017. 

They will be coming to 
Theatre Royal on March 30. 

For tickets, visit theatreroyal- 
margate.com 



An infectious Halloween 

CONTAGIOUS, The Canterbury Tales' 
Halloween event will return this year. 

Groups visiting the attraction can dare to test 
their courage at the scare experience in the 
city’s St Margaret’s Church. 

Contagious will take place from October 
27-31. For tickets, visit canterburytales.org.uk. 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 



To advertise your 
restaurant here 
please call 

01233 653461 


KITCHEN 


Ca ndy shepher d^ 

DESIGNER LTD 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 


Bathrooms 




I Mr Tmter 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alteraltions, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

+ EIC min 

| DOT 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


DOMESTIC /N 
INSTALLER IAJ 


The Contemporary 


Craft & Desi gn 

/ Purchase^^— 

I W ( direct from jM 7 

I Cl 11 ( th 2™L b i ! st M l 



Sevenoaks School II 

SEVENOAKS 

21 - 23 October f 


Mi 


12 noon to 5pm Fri ^ 

10am to 5pm Sat & Sun 

Admission £4* High Street TN131HU 


www.craftinfocus.com t: 01622 747325 
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Sell-out WW1 Show in Penge 


THE Unknown Soldier is 
coming to Bridge House 
Theatre in Penge, Bromley, on 
November 12-13. 

For tickets to the sell-out 
show email info@bhtheatre. 
com or call 020 8133 0311. 



The Joy of Mincing 

AUTHOR and performer Julian Clary’s The Joy 
of Mincing has added a date at Folkestone’s 
Leas Cliff Hall on October 30. 

The Joy of Mincing is the author, TV and 
radio star’s celebration of 30 years as a camp 
comedian. 

Tickets available via atgtickets.com 


Birds With Broken Wings 

SINCE the release of Birds With 
Broken Wings, Canadian folk 
musician Ben Caplan has 
announced he will be return¬ 
ing to the UK and is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells. 

For tickets, visit twforum.co.uk 



Live Aid co-creator's tour 


MIDGE Ure, the man behind the ’80s band 
Ultravox, co-creator of Live Aid/ Band Aid/ Live 
8 with Bob Geldolf and the man behind songs 
Feed The World and Vienna has announced his 
new tour will come to Canterbury’s Gukben- 
kian on October 30. 

For tickets, visit uk.patronbase.com 


Canterbury Festival 16 
inspires artists to create 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


O NE of the biggest 

cultural arts festivals 
in the South East, 
Canterbury Interna¬ 
tional Arts Festival 
brings artists and performers from 
all over the world to Kent. 

An independent charity, the 
festival aims to brings together a 
rich mixture of performing arts to 
delight audiences. 

The festival inspires artists to 
create and perform. It commis¬ 
sions new work and champions 
emerging talent and supports 
those seeking careers in the 
cultural industries. 

It aims to add financial and 
cultural wealth to the Canterbury 
district and to contribute to the 
wellbeing of its residents. 

The festival has previously 
drawn audiences of more than 
60,000 people of all ages to 
approximately 200 events. 

Every year the festival hosts a 
wide range of events including 
music, theatre, dance, comedy, 
science, exhibitions, walks and 
talks. 


This year, acts taking place 
during the festival include the 
Tchaikovsky Symphony Orchesta, 
Gilbert O’Sullivan, Frankie Gavin, 
the Ivo Neame Quintet and the 
Oysterband, as well as theatre 
performances from dancer Alvin 
Ailey, The Wedding Reception, 
improvised musical Showstopper, 
the Made in Kent comedy 
competition, Vanity Bites Back, 
and Variety Soup. 

The festival also offers many 
umbrella events such as a silk 
painting workshop, an Argentine 


tango class, harpist Lily Neill in 
concert, a performance of Pride 
and Prejudice, a creative writing 
workshop, and a craft market. 

This year’s festival is taking 
place from October 15 to Novem¬ 
ber 5, in a range of venues with 
programmes available online. 

Tickets can be purchased from 
the box office online via canter- 
buryfestival.co.uk or by calling 
01227 787787. 

Tickets can also be purchased 
via Canterbury Christ Church 
University and the Gulbenkian. 



SINGER: Gilbert O’Sullivan 



CAPTIVATING: Jennifer Pike 
from Tchaikovsky Orchesta 


FOR A GREAT DEAL MORE THAN FIXINGS 



MOBILE AKKU 20W 
LED LIGHT 



- Unbeatable 36 minute charge 
time 

- Same weight as 3.0Ah battery 

- Works with current Li-ion Chargers 

- Longer run time and battery life 

New Makita range in store 


- Light duration: Approx. 3 h 

- Magnetic, easy to place on a van 

- Charging time approx. 4.5 hrs 

- For indoor and outdoor use, IP 54 
-High power adapter and 12 V car 

adapter included 


PROFESSIONAL 
HARD WAX OIL 



- Makes surfaces waterproof 
and stain resistant 

- Maintains the look of natural 
wood 

- Long lasting durable finish 

- Solvent based. 


f* & 




IS 



www.fixingswarehouse.co.uk 0870 760 6378 


(CHARING TN27 ONL ) f ASHFORD TN240HB) ( AYLESFORDME20 7BT ) 

V SELECTA HOUSE CHARING HILL J V NEW ASHFORD MARKET ORBITAL PARKV V 2M TRADE PARK BEDDOW WAY J 




STORES OPEN 
MON-FRI 
7AM-6PM 
SAT 8AM-5PM 

Free delivery on all 
orders over £40 online 


@Fixingswhouse 

/Fixingswarehouse 
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The international dance company are bringing their production of the classic tale to Tunbridge Wells 


T HE Russian State Ballet 
and Opera House is re¬ 
nowned for its performanc¬ 
es as well as the dedication 
and skills of its dancers and 

musicians. 

Here Emily King speaks to one of 
the producers from the Russian State 
Ballet, Alexej Ignatow about how the 
show came together and what can be 
expected by audiences in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Mr Ignatow’s role as producer 
means he oversees and plans every¬ 
thing. He has to organise everything 
from the Russian-side to the UK mak¬ 
ing sure all the elements run smoothly. 

With the whole show being live, 
the coming together of the dancers 
and the orchestra must take some 


rehearsing to get right. 

Mr Ignatow explains: “There are 
400 to 500 people who work together 
on a daily basis for this company. 
We’ve been working like this for sev¬ 
eral year and so we fit together and 
rehearsals are quick. 

“For the dancers and the band, a lot 
of the hard work has been done before 
hand. For example making sure 
they’re fit, or making sure they’re the 
best musician they can be.” 

When it comes to who takes on 
what role among the dancers, there’s 
no audition process and it mainly 
comes down to who is available to 
tour at that time. 

“We look at who is available, but 
also the characteristics the dancers 
have,” says Mr Ignatow. “The ballet 



ELEGANT: All dancers have to be 
synchronised 


director decides, but they look at who 
is the best in shape and who is avail¬ 
able. There are often last minute 
changes due to injuries of dancers.” 

Performance days are busy for all 
involved, as the producer explains: 
“Everyone has quick rehearsals and 
warm-ups, then an actual ballet class 
for half an hour. 

“Each stage is different so we al¬ 
ways do a run through of moves and 
music so it aligns nicely on that par¬ 
ticular stage.” 

Every aspect of the ballet shows 
take precision as Mr Ignatow ex¬ 
plains: “Everything has to be spot on. 
We are the best which means we have 
to take things to the next level. Indi¬ 
viduals have to be synchronised be¬ 
cause it always looks more beautiful 


that way, and therefore we know the 
audience will appreciate it more. 

“No one ever does a bad job. On the 
technical side there are 70 to 80 of us 
and we do this everyday so everyone 
knows their job inside-out.” 

Swan Lake is arguably one of the 
most loved and challenging ballets, 
not least thanks to Tchaikovsky’s in¬ 
stantly recognisable and timeless 
score, but also ballet duets and quar¬ 
tets: Pas de Deux, and Pas de Quatre. 

Swan Lake captures the full range 
of human emotions - from hope to 
despair and from melancholy to ec¬ 
stasy. 

The ballet comes to Tunbridge 
Wells’ Assembly Hall on October 23. 

For tickets and more information, 
visit assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


Jackson Live concert 


Bromley escape game 


JACKSON Live, is a recreation of the 
Michael Jackson concert experience, 
and the show is coming to Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on December 1. 

Jackson Live in Concert sees long-time 
fan Ben recreate the Michael Jackson 
experience with his renditions of all his 
favourite songs. 

Tickets can be purchased from or- 
chardtheatre .co ,uk 


| OPERATION Escape opens at the 
Beechwood Centre, Bromley, on 
October 17. 

Designed for 3 to 5 people, the players are 
locked in a room and have to solve puzzles 
and other challenges in order to find out how 
to escape. Many are based on systems used 
for decoding enemy messages during the 
Second World War. 

To book, visitwww.operation-escape.co.uk 


Compared to What 

CANTERBURY-based singer, song¬ 
writer Sarah-Jane Morris is releasing 
an album collaboration with fellow singer 
Antonio Forcione on October 26. 

The album, Compared to What, was a 
creation brought about by a natural friend¬ 
ship between the passionate singers. 

The “thought-provoking” album is, 
according to Ms Morris, reflective of the times 
we’re in with regards to Brexit and refugees. 


Sensational sixties 

SEVEN legendary names will take to 
the Bromley’s Churchill Theatre stage 
on October 27. 

With the definite feel good factor this must 
see 60’s show for 2016 stars Herman’s 
Hermits, Chris Farlowe, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans, The Fortunes, The Ivy League, The 
New Amen Corner, Alan Mosca from 
Freddie and The Dreamers. 

For tickets, visit churchillthreatre.co.uk 
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VOICE TRIALS 


FOR BOYS AGED 7 & 8 

5TH NOVEMBER 2016 


Substantial scholarships are awarded and choristers benefit from an 
all-round excellent education at St Edmund's School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, David Flood, is always pleased to meet 

and advise parents and their sons. 


For further details please telephone 


01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 


@Nol Cathedral 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 



Across 

17. Acquire (3) 

4. Temperance (9) 

1. Belie (12) 

18. Reason (5) 

5. Din (5) 

7. Kingdom (5) 

19. Smallest (5) 

6 . Showy (12) 

8 . Joy (5) 

21. Casual (12) 

7. Memento (5) 

9. Sick (3) 


10. Meddle (9) 

10. Mediate (9) 

Down 

13. Block of metal (5) 

11. Stir ( 6 ) 

1. Splendour (12) 

14. Hammer ( 6 ) 

12. Oppose ( 6 ) 

2. Epoch (3) 

16. Leap (5) 

15. Disconcert (9) 

3. Distant ( 6 ) 

20. Skill (3) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. Industrious form - 
artisans are members 
of it (7,5) 

7. Near a reconstructed 
ring (5) 

8 . See 3 Down. 

9. Herb used in the 
kitchen the French 
way (3) 

10. She isn’t as confused 
by rash behaviour (9) 

11. Concentrated on 
where campers shelter 
( 6 ) 

12. Better footballer ( 6 ) 

15. Where you’ll find a 

record of the meeting 
very shortly ( 2 , 1 , 6 ) 

17. Panel makers keep it 
inside (3) 

18. Additional one in a 
crowd on the set (5) 

19. Intoxicated but far 
from relaxed (5) 

21. Produces a formal 
salutation and 
introduces the 
members (8,4) 


Down 

1. Expert in discovering 
liquid assets (5,7) 

2. Sign of winter that is 
round the capital of 
Canada (3) 

3 and 8 Ac. Hard look 
coming from one with 
a monocle? (6,5) 

4. It leads us to 
listlessness, in a way 

(9) 

5. This is used for 
balancing a system of 
relative values (5) 

6 . Dimensions of certain 
chaps among a variety 
of mates ( 12 ) 

7. Keep away from 
endless disturbed 
travel (5) 

10. Offsets the 
advantages of 
convenient headgear, 
one hears (9) 

13. Buy the drinks for a 
pleasurable occasion 
(5) 

14. Name the man very 
narrowly elected! ( 6 ) 

16. Somehow a 

Michaelmas daisy 
emerges from tares (5) 

20. It’s used in filling a 
saloon (3) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8 . Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
\ 

J 
K 
L 
M 

X 

O 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

z 


i 

N 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 



Arrowword 




liqueur 

Memento 


Mimic 

Old 

Testament 

00 


Thai 

currency 

Swindle 

T 

Overflow 


L 




f 




Prague 






Egg 


Bunkum 

Killer 


particle 

Type of 
fruit 



T 


L 

f 


f 


Work at 


Rip off 
(slang) 

Apparatus 

Cold treat 
(3,5) 

► 



Type of 
dog 

▼ 


f 

L 








_Hewson, 




Yes, 

informally 







Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 

J 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 




4 1 3 2 0 4 1 1 3 1 


Word Spiral 


1- 



2 



3 


9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 



\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Boast 

2. Grasp 

3. Mountain lion 

4. Minute particle 

5. Network 

6 . Quieten 

7. Snake’s sound 

8 . Vend 

Keyword clue: A kil 


9. Heavy metal 

10. Blunt 

11. Fibber 

12. Street 

13. Hoodwink 

14. Muslim ruler 

15. Destroy 

16. Shipshape 
utensil 


J 


SUDOKU 


Solutions 


Hard 


5 

6 
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1 

7 
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9 
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8 

2 

3 









5 

4 

2 




9 

1 


Easy 




2 




9 



3 
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2 


8 


5 
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7 

3 

4 




8 


7 

2 
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A voyage of 

discover 


ANDREA POWELL experiences Latin America 
on a trip through the Panama Canal 


M uch has been 

written, watched 
and said about 
Latin America, but 
for me it is all 
about sparkling beaches, 
winding rivers, dense jungles, 
rocky mountain peaks, 
colourful coral reefs, and 
passionate people who know 
how to have fun. I encountered 
all of this and more on my 
17-day cruise through the 
Panama Canal. 

Highlights - and there were 
many - began with the beaches 
of Acapulco. From there we 
sailed along the winding rivers 
and dense jungles of Costa Rica, 
then headed along the Tarcoles 
River. Here, the estuary was 
teeming with birdlife - and even 


crocodiles. It was another of 
those beautiful clear blue days 
as we sailed past the famous 
Golden Arch of Cabo San Lucas 
and stopped just short of the 
shore. The pelicans were 
already putting on quite a show. 

The final wonder of our trip 
was the Panama Canal itself. As 
we approached the canal’s 
impressive engineering, it 
struck me that many incredible 
construction projects are still 
built today - engineers are 
always pushing the boundaries 
of technology. I tried to imagine 
what a phenomenal 
advancement this remarkable 
structure must have been back 
then, more than 100 years ago 
-it is still amazing, even in 
today’s world. 


TV&lifestyle travel 


■ When to go 

The weather in and around Panama is 
pretty hot all year around; however, if 
cruising the full transit then you may 
want to take account of the weather in 
the Caribbean for example, where there 
is a clear hurricane belt and a season 
that runs from June to November. 

■ How to get there 

The most common way to see the 
Panama Canal is by cmise ship. Princess 
Cmises, Celebrity Cmises and NCL are 


just three of the lines who take both full 
and partial transit cruises through the 
Canal. It is also possible to spend two 
days transiting, which offers a chance 
to really get off the ship to see the 
workings of the Canal close up. Prices 
for a full transit with a company such as 
Princess Cmises start at £1,398. 

■ Accommodation 

Seven nights at the Grace Panama costs 
from £950 in a Double City View King 
Room with breakfast. 


■ An adventure maybe...? 

A final option may be to take in the 
Panama Canal as part of a wider tour 
of Panama. An eight day G Adventures 
trip, for example, costs from £650 per 
person (based upon two sharing and 
excluding international flights). 

This will not only take you to the city of 
Panama as well as the Panama Canal 
but also the Miraflores Locks and mu¬ 
seum, a stay in Boquete and a chance 
to spend a couple of days in Bocas del 
Toro. 


TRAVEL PLANS 



Highworth 
Grammar School 


Open Evening 

for prospective Year 7 students 


Thursday 20th October 6.00pm-8.00pm 


Presentation by Headteacher 
Paul Danielsen at 6.00pm and 6.45pm 


The school is also open to visitors on 
21 st October from 9,00 - 1 Q30.am 


Maidstone Road, Ashford, Kent,IN 24 BUD 

www.highworth.kentsch.uk 01233 624910 


Highworth 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Don’t rise to the 
bait, Mr Duff 

I HOPE Ray Duff does not rise to the 
bait of Phil Granger’s letter (KoS, 
letters, last week). 

It would be nice if the pro-exit 
people had the grace to acknowledge 
that the exit is in progress despite 
being against the wishes of nearly half 
the population, instead of the snarling 
and sneering from them. 

When the rules of a referendum are 
unconditional, it mean that important 
consequential decision may be made 
by a vote majority. 

It leaves it open to be manipulated 
by an opportunistic rabble-rouser. Is 
this the true meaning of democracy? 

How many of us would be content 
that justice had been done, in the law 
courts, when a six/four majority 
decided the fate of the accused? 

Mr Duff, who is clearly clever and 
knowledgeable of economic issues, 
must bear in mind that some of those 
of equal status, concluded the opposite 
to him. So only time will tell whose 
prognosis was correct. 

However, the exit is now a reality 
and Teresa May has shown, so far, 
that it is in good hands. 

Not being rushed into decision 
making and a pragmatic attitude are 
so important for the immense 
problems she has undertaken to solve. 

As someone who saw the 
advantages of either being in or out, I 
look forward to the reinstatement of 
our country’s sovereign rights. 

DR Hedges 
Chatham 

And here is the 
man himself... 

IN brief reply to P Dean (KoS, letters, 
02/10), it is of course absurd to blame 
future generations for where we are 
now; but those living with the conse¬ 
quences of such will not thank those 
who support our current short-termist 
and selfish economic system, national¬ 
ism, corporate dominance, and their 
political backers, which have created a 
vast gulf of inequality and exacerbated 
the environmental crises we now have, 
for either ignoring such or doing too little 
about it. 

As for Brexit, the fact is that 27 
percent of people did not vote, which 
means that any leaving the EU is 
based on only 37 percent of those 
who actually voted in what was still 
only an advisory referendum. 

Further, public opinion changes 
over time, and as is likely, when the 
full consequences of leaving become 
clear and as savvy businessperson 
Lord Sugar recently said in the Radio 
Times: “In five years time we’ll see 
the disaster.” There’ll be a clamour 
for a vote to return and it will be 
‘democratic’ to do so. 

Finally, while 17 million may have 
voted to leave; there’s still 16 million 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


\> 
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Rethink prison terms 


THE escalating problems of violence 
and self-harm within our prisons is 
caused, to a large extent, by chronic 
over-crowding (KoS, last week). 

Other than in exceptional cases, 
people with learning disabilities, 
mental health conditions, autism 
and substance addictions shouldn’t 
be criminalised and sent to jail. 

If they do not pose a danger to the 
public, they should be receiving 
help in specialist clinics or within 
the community in which they 
reside. 

With our prisons at bursting 
point because of the amount of 
inmates inappropriately incarcer¬ 
ated, it is little wonder that staff and 
subjected to frequent abuse, 


who voted to remain, plus those who 
regretted their vote to leave, and the 
16 and 17 year olds, the majority of 
whom backed remain, but were 
denied a vote, who are all far too 
large a constituency for any 
politician to ignore and indeed would 
do so at their peril. 

Ray Duff, 

Folkestone 

Remainers: It’s 
time to move on 


ON Sunday October 2, at the 
Conservative Party conference, the 
prime minister, Teresa May, 
announced a law would be enacted 
to disentangle the UK from the EU. 

There must therefore surely be 
some irony in the fact that on the 
same day Ray Duff had another letter 
published, containing another load 
of negative stuff he’d scratched 
around to find regarding Brexit. 

Perhaps now he and his like might 
finally start to get the message - the 
process for the UK’s withdrawal from 
the EU is under way and any 
attempts to ‘subvert democracy’ will 
be defeated. 


intimidation and violence. 

Prison officers are routinely 
quoted in reports saying that their 
own psychological and physical 
health has deteriorated as a 
consequence. 

If there were fewer custodial 
sentences handed down to 
the sick in our society, as opposed 
to the bad, then it would certainly 
be increasingly difficult for 
drugs to be smuggled into jails as 
the staff would have less distrac¬ 
tions and more time to monitor, 
search and patrol the expansive 
grounds and cell blocks in their 
charge. 

Clive Wilkins-Oppler, 

Canterbury 


OK, the next few years are going to 
be tough, but it will be worth it in the 
longer term when the UK emerges a 
stronger, more prosperous trading 
nation. 

Not only that though, to make it 
an all-round success, the govern¬ 
ment has to address the concerns of 
the thousands of people who voted 
for Brexit, because they feel com¬ 
pletely ‘marginalised’ in their own 
country. This applies in particular to 
many traditional Labour voters who 
are probably now feeling even more 
‘disconnected’ from the party their 
families have supported for genera¬ 
tions; and work will be required to 
create a society where they all feel 
socially included and valued citizens, 
in the new proud ‘sovereign nation’ 
they voted for. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 

Maidstone 

Oops... this may 
be just too late 

IS it not time to all a halt to the 
contest between ‘remoaner in chief’ 
Ray Duff and the Brexiteers before it 
becomes boring? 

Each time Ray’s arguments are 


shot down in flames he comes back 
with a newer, weaker set. In his own 
borrowed words ‘he will never 
surrender’. 

It reminds me of the Groucho Marx 
quote: ‘These are my principals, if 
you don’t like them, I do have others’. 

S Reeves, 
Herne Bay 

Pleasurama farce 
must be solved 

LIKE some merry-go around the 
Pleasurama site in Ramsgate comes 
around to haunt us once again. 

Chris Wells, Thanet council leader, 
called a meeting recently to inform 
the good citizens of the town how 
things currently stand and by the 
close of the meeting we were no more 
enlightened or enthused regarding 
that blighted site. 

If the truth be told, all Mr Wells 
succeeded in doing was muddying the 
waters with half truths and 
distortions of the basic facts. 

I, for one, could never be accused of 
defending the dismal record of the 
previous Labour council (or for that 
matter the Conservatives before them) 
but I cannot sit back and allow the 
current Ukip council to get off 
scot-free, claiming as they do that all 
the current problems should be placed 
on the shoulders of the previous 
administration. 

Let’s take a brief look back at the 
deal struck between Rick Everett 
(Labour) and SFP (site developers) 
during the previous administration. 

At the centre of this deal was the issue 
of the site freehold. 

Naturally the developers wanted the 
freehold; nobody in their right mind 
would willingly sink millions into a 
leasehold site. Labour insisted the 
freehold would only be handed over on 
completion of the work. Furthermore 
there was a ‘get-out’ clause that placed an 
‘end-date’ to the work being completed. 
Failure to meet this date would have 
allowed TDC to repossess the site. 

All of this was very professional and 
above board, the way a major contract 
like this should be handled. 

Along come the new Ukip council, a 
council I admit overwhelmed by 
inherited debt from the previous 
Conservative and Labour 
administrations. So how does Mr 
Wells and his team go about pushing 
the Pleasurama development 
forward? Quite simply by selling the 
freehold to the developers before any 
serious work has been undertaken let 
alone completed. 

I’m astonished that Chris Wells, 
Ukip and the senior officers of TDC 
can be so naive. Unless the people of 
this town stand up for themselves and 
demand that that money be spent on 
permanent infrastructures in the 
town, that money will disappear. 

John Canicula, 
Ramsgate 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Turnstones at 
Whitstable 

by Brian Summers, 
from Faversham 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


Some days tire freezer is 
far enough to go for 
something tasty to eat. 




_ 

Chicken & Vegetable 
Casserole £2.95 
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If the uieather isn’t Looking too good, or you don’t fancy a trip to the 
shops, ujouldn’t it be great to haue a deiicious meal uuithLn reach that 
can be ready in minutes? 

Wiltshire Farm Foods offers ouer 300 ready meals, each made using 
tasty ingredients that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock 
the goodness In. Special dietary needs like gluten-free or louu calorie? 
It’s all auallable no-contract, no-commitment and with free deliuery. 
Just order uuhat you inant, uuhen you uiant. 

Call us for your FREE brochure 

01227774 999 

UJiLtshirefarmf00dS.com Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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The perfect gift 

from just ^ 11.50 

Treat a loved one this Christmas to a magazine 
subscription. Each issue is delivered to their door 
- a reminder of your generosity each month! 



115 Mb Garden cH Ehb Vtibr hn.uvLL, 
* SpnEhght cm CnuiE Cnnp at frl . il E 
SKflfrt slurs 41 HHS Hampton Court, 


f SAVE 

up to 

‘ 44% 


■C^etMHuir^i 

^AftS AT 
■&TGH 


v CATCHING 
TI-pE, wave 

PHtilQMiHiU'Ml! 




■-i in Fgurt arid r -BrQVf il VIHjua' 
ftp I mill Ifnriij 1 PniapEnnf 


iff Vjlcncr 


#1 ChHhjrti. QtWft I 


6 & ALL THAT 


Kent 


Kent Life 


nt Life 


'.'4(1 


f ■ LtrLVNjL^-- 


Vinto 


.m s 

JHrflVADt, 
v NAAFI wogcrn 


ELLS 150 

jy wrier'* Je$rncy 


rjniir-nn C-ai-'Iri in -Eirrtkford,. Rochnfer n-nd TnnbffJdgD 


Just £22.99 annually or £11.50 six monthly by Direct Debit. 
Or £27.99 for 12 issues by credit/debit card. 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www.giftsubs.co.uk/xnews 01858 438840 quoting lmmxskb 


Lines are open 8am - 9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am - 4pm Sat. T&Cs: Gift subscriptions start with the first issue published in 2017. Your gift card will be sent to you once the order has been processed for you to give on Christmas Day. 
Order two or more subscriptions and save £2.50 off each subscription. We must receive your order by 16/12/16 to guarantee you will receive your gift card before Christmas. Personal orders will start with the next available issue, unless 
requested otherwise. FREE UK delivery. Direct Debit is a UK only offer. Please call +44 (0)1858 438840 for overseas rates. Free covermount gifts with the magazine are not included on subscriber copies. Offer ends 31/12/16. 


42 Week ending October 16, 2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 
















UlAU 



By Steve Loader 

editorial(a)kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


i i For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 






EXCITING TIMES: Renault’s already attractive 
range will be further enhanced by the new Scenic 
and Grand Scenic (below), which boast more style 
and a much higher standard of finish... 


Scenic view boosts Renau 


BRAND UPDATE: French marque launched the compact MPV sector 20 
years ago with its first Scenic, but generation No3 faces more competition... 


T IMES are good for Renault, and set to 
get even better by year end, with the 
arrival of the third generation Scenic. 

Having pioneered the people 
carrier/MPV (multi-purpose vehicle) 
concept with the Espace, the French marque 
then created the higher volume compact MPV 
sector. 

Admittedly, rivals were quick to launch their 
own ‘one-box’ designs - notably Citroen with its 
even bigger selling Picasso - but the Scenic has 
been a big success story for Renault ever since. 

The latest model should be no different, with 
clear signs inside and out that the Scenic has 
gone upmarket in both style and finish, echoing 
Renault practice on other recent stars - the 
newly-launched Megane family hatch and 
sporting estate, Clio supermini, and Captur and 
Kadjar crossover/SUV models. 

All these have helped Renault UK car sales 
soar 15 per cent during the first nine months of 
this year to 68,109 vehicles, the best first nine 
months for the brand since 2010 and easily 
outpacing the overall market’s 2.5 per cent 
increase, according to the industry’s Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

This sales drive is supported by a good range of 
powertrains: punchy lightweight turbocharged petrol 
engines and smooth, frugal low emission diesels. 
But there is always room for that distinctive 


Renault innovation too: the manufacturer is a 
leader in electric power, with impressive 
contenders in both commercial and passenger 
car markets, in the form of the Kangoo ZE light 
van and Zoe city car. 

And you have to award credit for Renault 
turning the city car format on its head with the 


versatile and funky looking Twingo city car - 
and incidentally reverting to the rear engine, 
rear-wheel drive layout of some of its 1950s/60s 
best sellers. 

But the focus now is on the forthcoming 
Scenic, available as a five-seater or the seven- 
seat Grand Scenic. 
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KIA and its Sportage come of age... 

The Korean marque’s best seller was in yer face, but now it’s toned down the 

looks and turned up the class, writes Steve Loader... crd??eco * ? 



L IKE many people, I 
struggled to decide 
whether I like the new Kia 
Sportage, or prefer its 
predecessor. 

The old car was a game changer 
for the Korean marque: stylish and 
distinctive while retaining familiar 
Kia virtues of good value and that 
unique seven-year/100,000-mile 
warranty, going on to become the 
company’s UK best seller and a 
global hit - it is still sought after on 
the used market. 

It is not surprising then that Kia 
opted for an evolution of the styling 
rather than its usual revolution 
when creating a fourth generation 
replacement Sportage, launched last 
year. 

OK, you might say the newcomer 
(priced from £18,000) is not so ‘in 
yer face’ as before and less likely to 
attract brand switchers who made 
the old car such a success. 

But that car established a beach¬ 
head, which the subtler looks of the 
new car can expand upon. 

And beneath that skin there has 
been revolution anyway: the new 
car rides better, handles better, 
and looks and feels better inside, 
making the latest Sportage an SUV 
that stands with the best - pound for 


pound it may even be the best. 

Cabin and boot space has risen 
too, helped by a 30mm longer 
wheelbase; the new car now vies 
nicely with the Nissan Qashqai 
- its most obvious rival - the 
Sportage’s 503-litre boot defeating 
the Nissan’s 430, even if the latter 


wins with 1,585 litres of ultimate 
load space versus 1,492. 

And my one gripe about the old 
car has been addressed: rear seat 
backs often don’t fold fully flat for a 
proper load space, but the previous 
Sportage’s could have served as a ski 
jump. The backs still don’t fold quite 



flush, but this can’t swamp the new 
model’s many interior positives. 

Again available with front-wheel 
or all-wheel drive (from £21,995) 

- the latter denoted by a KX label 

- the engine line-up should suit all 
needs: 130bhp 1.6 petrol, 174bhp 1.6 
petrol turbo, 114bhp 1.7 turbodiesel, 


Price: 

from £22,050 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Nissan Qashqai 


and 2.0 turbodiesel in 134 or - my 
pick - 182bhp output. 

The impressive petrol turbo is new, 
but the other four have been carried 
over. 

The mainstay 1.7 diesel’s fleet 
appeal helped it claim more than half 
the sales of the previous car. 

Road tested here, it is even cleaner 
and more efficient this time around, 
but can sound gruff and is maybe 
getting long in the tooth, but this 
really is nit-picking when the 
Sportage feels so cohesive and 
comfortable from behind the wheel. 
Feedback from the all-new steering is 
excellent, and the composed 
cornering is balanced by good ride 
quality. 

Yes, we might lament the old car’s 
arresting shape, but the new car sees 
the Sportage come of age - possibly 
the moment Kia did the same. 



REASSURANCE BUILT IN 


APPROVED 

USED EVENT 
>™ - 24 th OCTOBER 


DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION I APR REPRESENTATIVE 


MOTION & EMOTION 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 308 Range are: Urban 34.9 - 80.7 (8.1 - 3.5), Extra Urban 57.6 - 97.4 (4.9 - 2.9), Combined 47.1- 91.1 (6.0 - 3.1) and CO 2 139 - 82 (g/km). mpg figures are 

achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, Terms and conditions apply. Visit peugeot.co.uk for more details. *£750 deposit contribution available on all Peugeot cars and LCV 
models excluding 108 and 107 models which are eligible for £500 deposit contribution. Motorline Medway Peugeot is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. A guarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Finance subject to status and provided by PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot 
Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders to finance your purchase. Representative 8.9% APR is available on finance contracts of 25 to 60 months' dependent upon the vehicle age and model derivative. 
All offers available on qualifying vehicles purchased between 06/10/16 and 24/10/16. Information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 


MOTORLINE MEDWAY 

HIGH STREET, KENT, ME1 1 HF 01634 842231 


PEUGEOT 
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15/15 Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 
Ecoflex SRi 5dr 


NOW 

£7,994 

15/65 Vauxhall 
Astra 1.0T 12V 
EcoFlex SRi 5dr 


NOW 

£12,994 

15/65 Vauxhall 
Mokka 1.6 CDTi 
Exclusiv 5dr 


NOW 

£14,695 



© 








YEAR 


YEAR 


DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 


ROADSIDE 

ASSISTANCE 


REPRESENTATIVE 


7th-17th October 


Perrys of Sittingbourne London Road 

+ Sittingbourne 

ME99AQ 

01795 374708 

www.perrys.co.uk/vauxhall 



VAUXHALL 


Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status. 18+.Ts&Cs apply. Finance provided by Vauxhall finance. PO Box 6666, Cardiff. CF15 7YT. Available on selected models at participating retailers 
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£ Kent on Sunday 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER m ONLINE * ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

x4 Staff Nurses - Ward - xl Margate - x3 Ashford/Canterbury 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 31/10/2016 

Salary: £23 - 27,000.00 Dependent on qualifications and experience 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1 st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of 
surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Liz Justice, Ward Manager 
on 01843 234552 (Margate) or Gail Cribbens, Nurse Manager on 01233 651818 (Ashford/Canterbury) 

For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Outpatients Manager - Ashford 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 31/10/2016 

Salary: £35k 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Teaching and Assessing in Clinical Practice or Equivalent 

• Minimum of 5 Years Post Registration 

• Proven Ability to Review, Develop and Implement OPD Services 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Vicky Smith, Matron 01843 234242 
For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 
E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 
Previous applicants need not apply. 


S R, 


encer 


PRIVATE HOSPITALS 



Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 





Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

CTA Civil Engineering Ltd of Sunflower 
Cottage, Maidstone Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 3LS is applying for a licence to 
use Sunflower Cottage, Maidstone Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME17 3LS as an operating 
centre for 1 goods vehicles and 1 trailers. 
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice. 
A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that MR UFUK SEN of 29 High 
Street, Ashford Kent, TN24 8TF has applied to Canterbury 
City Council for the GRANT of a Premises Licence with 
late night refreshment for a hot food take away. Opening 
times applied for: Monday to Sunday 10:00am to 03:00am 
for the premises Lotus House situated at 192 Wincheap, 
Canterbury, CT1 3RY. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at 
www.canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, 
Military Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 
862000 by appointment with the Licensing Team between 
10am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this 
application must give notice in writing to the address 
shown above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by 
08/11/2016. 

The Council will not entertain representations where 
the writer requests that his identity remains anonymous. 
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers 
presented to the Licensing Panel and will therefore pass 
into the public domain. Representations must relate to 
one of the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance and the protection of children from harm. In the 
case of an application for a provisional statement, please 
note that representations will be restricted once a statement 
has been issued. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Triple Nine Waste Management Ltd of Unit Z, 
Transfesa Road, Paddock wood Distribution 
Centre, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6UU is 
applying for a new operating license as follows; 
To Keep 3 vehicles at the operating centre Unit 
Z, Transfesa Road, Paddock Wood distribution 
centre, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6UU. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


Treat someone 
special 

with a gift voucher from 

^subscriptionsave 


Available in £5, 

£10, £25 and £50 
denominations, 

Subscription Save 
vouchers can be 
redeemed online 
for any magazine 
subscription or 

angle product purchase. 

www.subscriptionsave 

.co.uk/giftvoucher 


"* subscnptionsave.co.uk 


Get yourCV in front 
of local employers 


YOUR PUBLIC 
IS OUR PUBLIC 

To place your legal notices 
call 01233 653465 or 
email jerry.barrett@archant.co.uk 


'} 


ARCHANT 7 KOS MEDIA 


Upload it to jobs !4.co.uk today 
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Sport 

Shakey to strive 
for five at Brands 


Shane Byrne is looking to clinch his fifth title this weekend 



READY: Shane Byrne holds a 17-point leader over his closest rival 


Superbike 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


SHANE ‘Shakey’ Byrne says he is en¬ 
joying his racing more than ever as he 
heads to Brands Hatch this weekend 
looking to become British Superbike 
champion for a fifth time. 

The Sheppey rider leads his closest 
rival Leon Haslam by 17 points in the 
standings, meaning he could finish 
second in all three races and still 
clinch the title. 

However, Byrne insists he won’t be 
resting on his laurels, and owes it to 
the thousands that will be watching 
him in Longfield this weekend, to put 
on a show. 

“I actually feel quite relaxed going 
into it, even though I’ve always been 
told if you haven’t got butterflies then 
there’s something not quite right with 
you,” he told KoS. 

“I’ve got a good cushion but I’d be 
doing my team, supporters, friends 
and family a disservice if I said it 
would be great to finish second. 

“It’s my job to win races and that’s 
what I’m going to do.” 

The desire to ‘Strive for Five’ has 
been a Shakey mantra for over a year, 
and having missed out on the cham¬ 
pionship last October, he will be look¬ 
ing to make amends this time around. 

At 39, Byrne is one of the veterans 
on the circuit, but the importance of 
cementing a legacy of being the best 
ever means he is unlikely to be slow¬ 
ing down any time soon. 

“I’m actually enjoying my racing 
more than ever, and I think you need 
a certain number of years underneath 
you to be an all-rounder,” he said. 

“There are so many good racers, it’s 


so competitive and difficult week-in, 
week-out, and it’s that challenge that 
drives you to do better each time. 

Despite a home crowd cheering him 
on his local circuit, Byrne played 
down the importance of the north 
Kent circuit being the venue for the 


final round of the season. 

“I wouldn’t particularly say it adds 
an extra dimension,” he admitted. 

“Leon is always riding at Doning- 
ton so probably has an advantage 
there but I don’t race at Brands more 
than I do anywhere else.” 


Stevens signs on as Billings stars for England 


Cricket 


VETERAN all-rounder Darren Stevens 
has signed a new contract with Kent. 

The 40-year-old will begin his 13th 
season for the county next spring after 
being awarded a benefit year by the 
club in 2016. 

Stevens pledges his future to Kent 
after a strong end to last season, 
which saw the county finish second in 
Division Two, himself claiming 
centuries against Gloucestershire and 
Essex as he reached 500 appearances 
for the club in all formats. 

Chairman of cricket Graham 
Johnson said: “Darren has given so 
much to Kent that all along we have 
wanted him to remain with us and are 
delighted that he has made that 
decision. 



“I’m sure all Kent supporters will 
greet the news with delight, help him 
round off his benefit year in style and 
look forward to his contribution to 


further develop what has been 
achieved to date.” 

Elsewhere, club teammate Sam 
Billings was hailed by England 
captain Jos Buttler after hitting an 
impressive 62 in a one-day series 
victory over Bangladesh earlier this 
week. 

England successfully overhauled 
their opponents’ 277 for six at the 
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium, 
with Billings, playing his first ODI in 
more than a year, replacing the 
injured Jason Roy at the top of the 
order. 

Buttler said: “I’m immensely 
satisfied by that. Sam has been 
around the group for a long time and 
has been very unlucky to not play 
more. Asking him to open the innings 
today, I thought he played fantasti¬ 
cally well.” 




TEAM: Marc Seager and Alan Senior 


FA Vase hero Seager in 
golf tournament woe 


AN FA Vase-winning footballer- 
turned-golfer from Rainham has just 
missed out on a place at a tourna¬ 
ment final in Marrakech. 

Marc Seager, 44, helped Deal 
Town to the trophy in 2000 after a 
1-0 win over Chippenham, before 
managing the likes of Whitstable 
Town, but has now turned his hand 
to golf. 

Joined by club-mate, Alan Senior, 


they scored 34 Stableford points in 
the Morocco Matchplay southern 
pairs final in Devon. 

However, it proved not quite 
enough to qualify them for a trip to 
February’s grand final. 

Four competitions culminate at 
the grand final: singles, pairs, mixed 
pairs and senior pairs, with 32 
golfers, from across the UK, ultimate¬ 
ly fighting it out for the titles. 


Millwall clash brought forward 


GILLINGHAM’S League One clash 
away at Millwall has been brought 
forward from its original scheduling 
of New Year’s Eve. 

Citing reasons of a reduced public 
transport service operating in and 
around London close to the new 
year, and fans’ desire to spend time 
with their families, both clubs have 
agreed to instead play the game at 
7.45pm on Friday, December 30. 


Coincidentally, Justin Edinburgh’s 
side travelled to the Den during the 
festive period last season as well, 
where they ran out 3-0 winners 
thanks to a Dominic Samuel brace 
and a strike from Bradley Dack. 

The Gills went into this weekend in 
difficult form, having only won one 
of their last ten games in all competi¬ 
tions, including a 5-0 thrashing at 
the hands of Tottenham. 


Burman earns gong as 
Ibrahim makes debut 


DARTFORD boss Tony Burman has been 
named as Manager of the Month in the 
National League for September. 

Unbeaten in both league and FA Cup 
action last month, the Darts have been 
boosted by the return of some key players, 
and recent victories against Maidenhead 
United and Chelmsford City showed their 
ability to dig in and get results against 
sides in good form. 

Burman told the club’s website: “It’s very 
nice to win these awards, but it’s always a 
team affair and I’d like to also congratu¬ 
late all their backroom staff for their 
efforts.” 

Meanwhile, Darts keeper Derren 
Ibrahim made his international debut in 
the week - but conceded the fastest ever 
World Cup qualifying goal in the process. 

The non-league stopper was appearing 
for minnows Gibraltar for the first time but 
his evening got off to a rocky start when he 
conceded after just 8.1 seconds to Bel¬ 
gium’s Christian Benteke, who went on to 
score a hat-trick in a 6-0 win. 


BOSS: Tony Burman 


j_ Cl V_ i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Handmade in England 
&also available in 
bespoke sizes! 


m chair 

1395 


3 seater Brenchley sofa 

from £1695 


• A large range of fabrics & leathers to choose from 

• Available in customers own fabrics 

• Old school, quality upholstery with coil sprung seats 

• Dimensions can be altered to suit personal preference 





TEMPUR 


GRANGE 


VISPRING 


tom schneider 


Brinish a 


hulsta !2! ligne roset 


ROLF 5L 

BENZ LEOLUX 



ercol 


duniopillo 


& 

Yves Delorrne 


Free delivery and up to 

3 years 0% APR free credit 

Wells Bedding and Interiors 

44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells, TNI 1XF 
For more information, call 01892 272353 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 



BEDDING & INTERIORS 

The furniture experts since 1925 
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